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Toddler drowns 
in water container 


SIDDIPET: The happi- 
ness of a couple, who 
were blessed with a son 
after three daughters, 
was shortlived as he died 
just three years after his 
birth at Kammarapally 
village in Chinnakodur 
mandal. Baikan 
Rudransh, the son of 
Venu and Renuka, acci- 
dentally drowned ina 
water container at his 
house. A case has been 
registered. 


Prashant Kishor 
floats party 


PATNA: Political strate- 
gist-turned-activist 
Prashant Kishor on 
Wednesday announced 
the launch of his political 
outfit Jan Suraaj Party, a 
much-anticipated move 
by which he hopes to 
take the political land- 
scape in Bihar by storm. 
Kishor also named Manoj 
Bharti, a Madhubani- 
born former Indian For- 
eign Service Officer, as 
working president of the 
party, saying the latter 
will hold the post till 
March. NATION PAGE 7 


Over 100 missing 
in boat capsize 


ABUJA: More than 100 
people, mostly women 
and children, were 
missing after an over- 
loaded boat bringing 
them back from an Is- 
lamic festival at night 
capsized in north- 
western Nigeria, authori- 
ties said. The locally 
made boat, whose 
capacity was 100 pas- 
sengers, had about 300 
people onboard along 
the Niger river when it 
overturned in Niger 
State’s Mokwa district 
on Monday night, ac- 
cording to officials. ar 


KU Asst registrar 
suspended 


WARANGAL: Kakatiya 
University assistant reg- 
istrar Pendli Ashok Babu, 
who is facing charges of 
land grabbing, has been 
suspended. University 
registrar Mallareddy on 
Wednesday issued or- 
ders suspending Ashok 
Babu. There were allega- 
tions that he built a 
house by occupying var- 
sity land and the same 
was proved during a 
survey conducted by the 
vigilance, revenue and 
KU officials. He built a 
house in survey no. 229 
in Kumarpally suburb. 


CHICKEN RATES 
IN HYDERABAD 


see Rs, 110 

ww. Rs, 132 
With skin... wv. Rs, 191 
Skinless wee RS. 218 
Egg Rates (12 eggs) esses Rs. 72 


Retail live. 


Pooja in 
‘Thalapathy 
69’ soon 


Actor collaborates with 
Thalapathy Vijay once 
again after Beast 


‘Beautification 
or lootification’ 


KTR holds Rahul responsible for demolition 
of homes under Musi riverfront project 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao on Wednesday 
held Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi responsible for the 
ongoing demolition of 
houses for the Musi River- 
front Development Project, 
stating that the Congress 
leader gave his nod for the 
project in exchange for 
moneybags, ignoring public 
welfare. The project was 
being implemented under 
the guise of “beautification”, 
but the real motive was 
“Musi lootification”, he said. 

“Rahul Gandhi is the real 
force behind the demolition 
of homes in Hyderabad, 
driving a bulldozer over the 
houses of the poor for 
money bags,” Rama Rao 
said during an informal in- 
teraction with the media at 
Telangana Bhavan. 

Stating that Chief Minis- 
ter A Revanth Reddy was 
merely the face of the proj- 
ect while Rahul Gandhi was 
running the show, he said 
Gandhi, who promised to 
come whenever anyone 
from Telangana called, was 
nowhere to be found while 
the poor were suffering. 

Rama Rao questioned the 
Congress leadership’s mo- 
tives and vowed to expose 
its involvement in corrupt 
practices soon. He said he 
was also aware of the con- 
tractor to whom the Con- 
gress planned to award the 
multi-crore Musi Riverfront 
Development Project. He 
also pointed out the inflated 
expenditure for the project 
was only meant to fill the 
coffers of the Congress lead- 
ership. “This is a Rs 16,000- 
crore project, but the Con- 
gress is spending Rs 1.5 lakh 


Minister crosses 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Less than 24 hours after 
claiming to be a victim of 
BRS’ social media trolling, 
Minister Konda Surekha 
came out with abusive, 
derogatory and baseless al- 
legations against party 
working president KT Rama 
Rao, in the process dragging 
the personal lives of actors 
Samantha Ruth Prabhu and 
Naga Chaitanya into the 
public domain. 

The BRS working presi- 
dent has served a legal no- 
tice to Surekha. In a bid to 
target Rama Rao, the Con- 
gress Minister ended up 
making derogatory remarks 
against several actresses, 
drawing severe flak and 
triggering angry reactions 
from society, including the 
film industry and political 
sphere. 

Speaking to mediaper- 
sons here on Wednesday, 
the Minister had levelled 
multiple baseless and 
derogatory allegations, also 
hurling allegations against 
Akkineni Nagarjuna’s fam- 
ily. Responding to Surekha’s 
comments, Rama _ Rao 
pointed out that she had 
made similar baseless alle- 
gations in the past as well. 
Making it clear that neither 
he nor the BRS had anything 
to do with the comments 
against her on social media, 
he also asked the Minister to 
think how the women and 
children in his home would 
feel when a person like her 
made such allegations. He 
also asked why Surekha and 
other Congress leaders re- 


BRS working president KT Rama Rao with residents of the 
project-affected areas, during a press conference on Wednesday. 


money bags 


crore. Where is the extra 
money going?” he asked. 
The former Minister also 
questioned the silence of 
BJP leaders on the issue, 
stating that the project had 
received approval from the 
Governor under pressure 
from the Centre. “Why is 
the BJP silent on this? The 
Governor gave permission 
for the ordinance under 
pressure from the Centre. 
This is a joint scam by the 
Congress and BJP,” he said, 
demanding that the State 
government convene a spe- 
cial Assembly session to dis- 
cuss the matter in detail. 
Rama Rao said the Con- 
gress was spreading misin- 
formation about the pro- 
ject’s benefits, particularly 
regarding job creation. “The 
Congress claims that the 
Musi project will create 
lakhs of jobs. Where are 
these jobs coming from? In 
reality, 35 lakh people have 


66 


Film stars stay away 
from politics. Please 
don’t drag us to 
criticise your 
opponents. As a 
woman ina 
responsible position, 
your comments and 
accusations against 
our family are 
completely irrelevant 
and false. | request 
you to withdraw your 
comments immediately 
— NAGARJUNA, Actor 


I condemn the 
derogatory statements 
made by Minister 
@IKondaSurekha garu 
and demand an 
unconditional apology 
— HARISH RAO, BRS MLA 


mained silent when Con- 
gress workers were abusing 
BRS president K Chan- 
drashekhar Rao with filthy 
language. He suggested that 
Ministers Surekha and 
Seethakka should also re- 
strain Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy for his abusive 
and unparliamentary lan- 
guage against the BRS pres- 
ident and other opposition 
leaders. (SEE PAGE 2) 


OO 


Rahul Gandhi is the real force behind the 
demolition of homes in Hyderabad, driving 
a bulldozer over the houses of the poor for 
—KT RAMA RAO, BRS WORKING PRESIDENT 


lost their jobs due to faulty 
policies such as HYDRAA 
and increased taxes,” he 
said, also questioning the 
environmental and social 
impact of the project, stating 
that there was no proper 
study or survey to assess the 
same. “There is no clear 
plan. No survey, no report, 
no benefits outlined. Yet 
this government is ready to 
spend lakhs of crores while 
displacing thousands of 
poor families,” he said. 
Rama Rao did not spare 
the Congress Ministers, 
charging them with igno- 
rance and complicity. He 
said Minister Komatireddy 
Venkat Reddy lacked any 
knowledge about the Musi 
project and its impact. “If 
Venkat Reddy has the 
courage, he should visit the 
affected areas and explain 
the project to the people. Let 
him see how the people 
react,” he said. (SEE PAGE 2) 


Eight Israeli soldiers killed 
in combat with Hezbollah 


51 killed in Gaza during ground operations, airstrikes 


DEIR AL-BALAH 


Israel’s ground incursion 
into Lebanon to _ battle 
Hezbollah militants left 
eight Israeli soldiers dead on 
Wednesday, as the region 
braced for further escalation 
as Israel vowed to retaliate 
for Iran’s ballistic missile at- 
tack a day earlier. 

The Israeli military said 
seven soldiers were killed in 
two separate attacks, with- 
out elaborating. The as- 
saults were among the dead- 
liest against Israeli forces in 
months. Another seven 
troops, including a combat 
medic, were wounded. 

Earlier, the military had 
announced that a 22-year- 
old captain in a commando 
brigade was killed in 
Lebanon, the first Israeli 
combat death since the start 
of the incursion. The an- 
nouncements came on the 
eve of Rosh Hashana, the 
Jewish new year. 

In Gaza, Israeli ground 
and air operations in a hard- 
hit city killed at least 51 peo- 
ple, including women and 
children, Palestinian med- 
ical officials said. Hezbollah 
says its fighters clashed with 
Israeli troopsHezbollah, 


Women mourn relatives killed in Israeli bombardment of Gaza 
Strip at a hospital in Deir al-Balah. — Photo: AP (REPORTS PAGE 9) 


widely seen as the most 
powerful armed group in 
the region, said its fighters 
clashed with Israeli troops 
in two places _ inside 
Lebanon near the border. 
The Israeli military said 


ground forces backed by 
airstrikes killed militants in 
“close-range engagements” 
without saying where. Is- 
raeli media reported in- 
fantry and tank units operat- 
ing in south Lebanon after 


Rift in Cong on demolitions 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The ongoing demolitions 
targeting the homes of the 
poor have triggered a major 
rift within the Congress in 
Telangana, with Chief Min- 
ister A Revanth Reddy’s 
tendency to plough his own 
furrow triggering open dis- 
sent from several party 
leaders. 

A ‘Congress party versus 
Congress government’ situ- 


‘line of decency’ 


KTR serves legal notice to Surekha 


HYDERABAD: BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao 
served a legal notice to Min- 
ister Konda Surekha, de- 
manding an immediate re- 
traction of her recent 
statements and a public 
apology. He warned that if 
she failed to apologise 
within 24 hours, he would 
initiate legal proceedings, 
including a defamation suit 
and relevant criminal cases. 
The notice follows 
Surekha’s defamatory re- 
marks against Rama Rao, 


including accusation of 
phone tapping during his 
tenure as a Minister and 
personal allegations against 
him. He said the allegations 
were false and made with 
malicious intent to tarnish 
his reputation. He said the 
claims were baseless and 
defamatory, with no evi- 
dence. The comments were 
not only intended to defame 
him but also dragged unre- 
lated individuals, such as 
actors, into political 
discourse. (SEE PAGE 2) 


Don’t trivialise my life: Samantha 


HYDERABAD: Ac- 
tress Samantha Ruth 
Prabhu found fault 
with Minister Konda 
Surekha for trivialis- 
ing her and dragging 
her name into politi- 
cal battles. 

She implored the Minister 
to be responsible and re- 
spectful of the privacy of in- 
dividuals. “To be a woman, 
to come out and work, to 


survive in a glam- 
orous industry 
where women are 
more often than not 
treated as props, to 
fall in love and to fall 
out of love, to still 
stand up and fight. | am 
proud of what this journey 
turned me into — please 
don’t trivialise it,” she 
posted on 

Instagram. 


Restrain your politicians: Amala 


HYDERABAD: Actor and ac- 
tivist Amala Akkineni con- 
demned the defamatory 
statements made by Minis- 
ter Konda Surekha against 
her husband and actor Na- 
garjuna. In a strongly 
worded response, she 
urged Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi to restrain 
Congress leaders from 
making such allegations 


and make the Minister re- 
tract her statements. Amala 
said she was shocked to see 
a woman Minister turn into 
a demon, conjuring evil fic- 
tions as allegations, preying 
on decent citizens as fuel 
for a political war. “If lead- 
ers lower themselves into 
the gutter and behave like 
criminals, what will happen 
to our country?” she asked. 


ation is fast intensifying in 
Gandhi Bhavan. 

Key leaders, including 
former MP Madhu Yashki 
Goud, former MLA T Jagga 
Reddy and  Addanki 
Dayakar, among others, 
have openly opposed the 
government’s actions. 

They are not only extend- 
ing support to the affected 
families, but also putting the 
State government in trou- 
ble, stating that the officials 
had no basis to fix the buffer 


zone and full tank level for 
most water bodies and the 
Musi river. 

During his visit to the 
Musi riverfront areas in 
Chaitanyapuri and Kothapet 
on Tuesday, former MP and 
TPCC publicity committee 
chairman Madhu Yashki 
Goud warned officials 
against unnecessarily creat- 
ing panic among the people 
with the demolitions. 

(SEE PAGE 2) 
(RELATED REPORTS PAGE 5) 


ADVISORY FOR 
INDIANS IN IRAN 


NEW DELHI: In the wake 
of the escalating ten- 
sions in West Asia, India 
on Wednesday advised 
its citizens to avoid all 
non-essential travel to 
Iran. In an advisory, the 
Ministry of External Af- 
fairs (MEA) also urged 
the Indian nationals 
presently residing in 
lran to remain vigilant 
and stay in contact with 
the Indian Embassy in 
Tehran. “We are closely 
monitoring the recent 
escalation in security 
situation in the region,” 
the MEA said. “Indian 
nationals are advised to 
avoid all non-essential 
travel to lran.Those 
living in Iran are re- 
quested to remain vigi- 
lant and stay in touch. pti 


the military sent thousands 
of troops and artillery to the 
border. Hezbollah said it 
wounded and killed a group 
of Israeli soldiers in south- 
ern Lebanon after detonat- 
ing an explosive device. ap 


Conflict hits 
flight ops 


Amid escalating tensions 
in West Asia, some flights 
from Europe to India have 
been impacted, while Air 
India is monitoring the sit- 
uation closely. German 
carrier Lufthansa cancelled 
its flights from Hyderabad 
to Frankfurt (LH753/01) 
and Mumbai to Frankfurt 
(LH757/01) due to current 
situation in West Asia. pt! 


‘Adani friends with Congress?’ 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Amid speculations over a 
possible change of guard in 
the Congress government 
in Telangana, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao 
questioned the agenda be- 
hind an alleged meeting be- 
tween a senior Minister in 
the State Cabinet, Congress 
strategist Sunil Kanugolu 
and representatives of 
Adani Group at a hotel here. 

He wondered whether 
Adani had become friends 
with the Congress or the 
meeting was meant to usurp 


84 acres of prime land in 
Raidurg. “Why did Adani 
meet with No. 2 in Telan- 
gana Cabinet in the presi- 
dential suite of ITC Ko- 
henur today evening? And 
more importantly, what was 
Sunil Kanugolu doing in the 
meeting? Has Adani be- 
come friends with Congress 
or is it to usurp the 84 Acres 
of precious Govt land in 
Rayadurgam? (sic)” he 
asked. 

Speculation has been rife 
that the Congress was plan- 
ning to change the Chief 
Minister in Telangana, es- 
pecially after Revanth 


Reddy drawing huge flak for 
the demolitions taken up 
with regard to HYDRAA 
and the controversial Musi 
project. Reports were 
widely shared on social 
media about an alleged 
meeting between Sunil 
Kanugolu, representative of 
Adani and a senior Minister 
who is in the race to become 
the next Chief Minister. 
Sources said the meeting 
was not about social media 
strategy and indicated that 
the meeting was held to de- 
vise a strategy to untangle 
the Congress from the on- 
going controversies. 


3 killed in helicopter crash; 
TAF chopper crash-lands 


Smoke billows after a helicopter crashed and 


caught fire in Pune. — Photo: PTI 


PUNE: Two ex-lAF pilots and an engineer 
were killed after a helicopter belonging to a 
private aviation company crashed and caught 
fire near Pune city on Wednesday morning. 
The chopper, belonging to Delhi-based Her- 
itage Aviation, was hired by the Nationalist 
Congress Party, said its Maharashtra unit 
chief and MP Sunil Tatkare. He flew in it a day 
before, and was supposed to travel by it again 
on Wednesday, he said. It took off from Ox- 
ford County Golf Course helipad near Pune. pr: 


The IAF helicopter which made an emergency 


i landing. — Photo: PTI 


MUZAFFARPUR: An IAF helicopter on 

i flood relief duty made an emergency 

: landing in a waterlogged area in Bihar’s 

| Muzaffarpur district on Wednesday after 
: it developed a snag, officials said. Senior 
: Superintendent of Police Rakesh Kumar 
| said the helicopter was coming from ad- 
i joining Darbhanga after air-dropping re- 
i lief materials to flood-hit people. “All its 
i occupants were IAF personnel and were 
‘pulled out by locals,” said the SSP. pri 
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would occur towards 
evening or night 


HYDERABAD 


TMREIS 


wards shine 
V 


Twenty two students 
of Telangana Minori- 
ties Residential Educa- 
tional Institutions Soci- 
ety (TMREIS) secured 
MBBS seats in the first 
round of NEET - UG 
2024 counselling. Of 
the 206 students who 
appeared for NEET-UG 
2024, 137 students (85 
boys and 52 girls) suc- 
cessfully qualified. In 
the first phase of coun- 
selling, 22 students 
bagged medical seats. 
The society is expect- 
ing 50 more seats in 
the second and third 
phases of counselling. 


Max. tem: 34.4°C 
Min. tem: 23.7°C 
RH: 72% 
Rainfall: Trace 


HYDERABAD 
Induction 
session 
V 


The Osmania Univer- 
sity’s Department of 
Business Management 
organised an induction 
for newly joined stu- 
dents of MBA, MBA 
Technology Manage- 
ment and MBA Tourism 
& Travel Management 
during the academic 
year 2024-25. The Uni- 
versity College of Com- 
merce and Business 
Management Principal 
and Dean, Faculty of 
Management, Prof. D 
Sreeramulu addressed 
the students. 


HYDERABAD 
Awareness 
programme 
Bg 


The DPIIT IPR-Chair at 
OU, along with Cell for 
IPR Promotion and 
Management, Gol, con- 
ducted an IPR aware- 
ness programme on 
‘Copyright and Al: Is- 
sues and Challenges’. 
DPIIT IPR-Chair Prof GB 
Reddy stressed the im- 
portance of IPR, nexus 
between the copyright 
and generative Al. 
Resolute4IP, LCGC 
Resolute Group of 
Companies, Head - 
Legal & IPR, Subhajit 
Saha said there was a 
need to embrace Al. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Sec’bad station to 
be highly fortified 


Being transformed into world-class one a la airport mode 


C ROMEO 
HYDERABAD 


Catching a train at Secun- 
derabad railway station is 
going to be acompletely dif- 
ferent experience once the 
revamped station, presently 
undergoing a major meta- 
morphosis to be of world- 
class status, is ready by the 
next year-end. 

It will be more on the 
lines of operations at the air- 
ports with baggage screen- 
ing, wait-in lounge and 
being allowed to step on to 
platform only when one’s 
train is ready to pick passen- 
gers. That would decongest 
platforms with only those 
boarding a particular train 
being allowed and that too 
in time. 

The Secunderabad rail- 
way station is being redevel- 
oped and transformed into a 
modern station at a huge 
cost of Rs 700 crore. In this 
background, the Railways 
has decided to convert this 
station into an airport-style 
complex with strong secu- 
rity features. 

Rani Kamalapati railway 
station in Bhopal in Madhya 
Pradesh was the first to 
achieve the distinction of 
being transformed into a 
world-class railway station 
in the country. But, three 
years have passed since the 
baggage scanning system 
was installed there at a huge 
cost, but is still not put in 
use. 


The Secunderabad railway station is being redeveloped into a modern station at a huge cost 
of Rs 700 crore, with baggage screening and a wait-in lounge. 


Given this, the authorities 
have decided to take meas- 
ures to prevent such a situa- 
tion here. 

Secunderabad _ railway 
station has entrances from 
Platform No.1 side and Plat- 
form No.10, Bhoiguda side. 
Both of these will continue 
even after modernisation 
with a huge baggage screen- 
ing machine system in- 
stalled on each side of these 
two routes at a cost of Rs 3 
crore. 

It will be mandatory for 
passengers to carry their 
baggage through _ this 
screening to complete the 
checking. For this, they have 
to reach the station a little 
earlier than the departure 


time of the train. At present, 
passengers entering the sta- 
tion are directly reaching 
the platforms. But, this 
would not be possible in the 
modern station. After get- 
ting the ticket, the passen- 
gers have to _ proceed 
through the concourse to 
the passenger waiting hall. 
That’s where they should sit 
or shop. 

An announcement is 
made around 15 minutes be- 
fore the arrival of the train 
on the platform and only 
then passengers will be al- 
lowed on the platform. 

Rushing to the platform 
just in time for the departure 
of the train is a routine at the 
stations. But, after the new 


Cancer awareness 


Nearly 100 members of FLO participated in the 5K walk. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


FICCI Ladies Organisation, 
in collaboration with KIMS 
Kondapur, organised a Can- 
cer Awareness Walk from 
Botanical Gardens to KIMS 
Kondapur on Wednesday to 
mark the month-long breast 
cancer awareness month of 
October. 

Nearly 100 members of 
FLO along with their family 
members participated in a 
5K walk holding placards 
and spreading awareness 


about cancer, early detec- 
tion, etc.Speaking on the oc- 
casion, Priya Gazdar, chair- 
person of FLO, said, “As the 
incidence of cancer is in- 
creasing rapidly, it is impor- 
tant to step up cancer liter- 
acy and knowledge among 
the population. Awareness 
and early detection are the 
only way forward.” 

The walk concluded at 
KIMS Kondapur, where 
Torn Curtains, one of the 
oldest theatre groups in 
Hyderabad led by Mala 
Pasha, performed a play. 


BITS Pilani, 
Impactsure 
sign MoU 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BITS Pilani Hyderabad 
signed a MoU with Impact- 
sure Technologies, a 
AI/ML-powered _ intelli- 
gent document processing 
and analytics SaaS com- 
pany, to facilitate research 
collaboration. The collabo- 
ration will focus on lever- 
aging the power of both 
Large and Small Language 
Models (LLMs and SLMs) 
to develop new software 
for business and finance. 
The partnership aims to 
leverage BITS  Pilani’s 
strong academic research 
capabilities and Impact- 
sure’s cutting-edge AI and 
ML technologies to explore 
innovative and impactful 
solutions for enterprises 
and the BFSI sectors. 
Focus will also be on ad- 
vanced analytics solutions, 
intelligent information and 
document processing. 


station building is available, 
the officials are planning to 
not allow such passengers 
since mandatory baggage 
checking will be in place. 

Many times beggars and 
vagabonds are seen entering 
the railway station premises 
and occupying spots during 
the dusk time to sleep, and 
the security and screening 
will ensure they are 
stopped. 

Currently, only three sta- 
tions are being prepared in 
South Central Railway 
(SCR) as world-class sta- 
tions. While Tirupati and 
Nellore are in Andhra 
Pradesh, Telangana has only 
Secunderabad railway sta- 
tion. 


Children play Bathukamma at SARAS Fair 20. 


TiE Women Global Pitch 
regional finals 2024 held 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Ten out of 142 women, who 
were shortlisted and 
reached the final, pitched 
their ideas to the jury at the 


regional finals of TiE 
Women Global Pitch Com- 
petition held here. 


The competition provides 
a platform for women entre- 
preneurs to showcase their 
innovative business ideas 
and gain valuable exposure. 
Dr Nalluri Hima Bindu, 


founder and chairperson of 
EasyLife Mobility Innova- 
tions received Rs 15,000 
prize money as first runner- 
up for her startup which is 
into electrical wheelchair 
manufacturing and Dr 
Ramya, co-founder & CEO 
of Osteoforge Medtech, re- 
ceived Rs 10,000 as prize 
money as second runner-up. 

Raga Shailaja, founder, 
Gravy Stories bagged an el- 
evator pitch award, a press 
release said. T Hub CEO 
Mahankali Srinivas Rao said 


according to a survey pub- 
lished, 21 per cent of busi- 
nesses of 63 million busi- 
nesses registered in India 
are owned by women. Of 
these, 1 per cent employed 
more than 10 people. If more 
women run startups employ 
at least 5 people, 130 million 
additional jobs will be cre- 
ated, he said. 

Murali Bukkapatnam, 
vice-chair, TiE Global Board 
of Trustees, and Srinivas 
Chandupatla, president, TiE 
Hyderabad, participated. 


TT-NT shopping bonanza: 
Winners announced for Day 1 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The first draw as part of 
‘Telangana Today’ and ‘Na- 
masthe Telangana’ Dasara 
Shopping Bonanza was held 
at Manepally Jewellers, 
Punjagutta, on Wednesday. 

On the first day of the 
lucky draw, the first prize of 
32 inch television was 
bagged by a shopper of 
Manepally Jewellers, Chan- 
danagar branch, B Sai, and 
the second prize of Smart- 
phone went to Anusha who 
had shopped at KLM Fash- 
ion Mall, Ameerpet. The 
third prize of a gift voucher 
was won by Chitti Indu who 
shopped for a car at Kun 
Hyundai. 

M Rajesh, store manager 
of Manepally Jewellers, 
Punjagutta, expressed hap- 
piness at being part of the 
Dasara Shopping Bonanza 
which is being organised for 
the last decade. ‘Namasthe 


A a a. > ai aoe. Deri 


The first prize of 32-inch television was bagged by a shopper 
of Manepally Jewellers, Chandanagar branch. 


Telangana’ Advertisement 
AGM Raji Reddy said as 
part of the festive bonanza 
that is on till October 9, peo- 
ple can check the details in 
‘Telangana Today’ and ‘Na- 
masthe Telangana’ and shop 
from the select outlets to be 
eligible for winning the 
prizes. Store manager G 
Raju said Manepally Jew- 
ellers has a wide array of 
jewellery to suit all choices. 


FESTIVE CHEER 


SZ 


@) 


The grand Dasara shop- 
ping bonanza has KLM 
Fashion Mall as main spon- 
sor and is powered by Al- 
mond House, while Big C is 
gift sponsor, TNews is TV 
partner, S TV is digital part- 
ner and the other partners 
include Kun Hyundai, Har- 
sha Toyota, Orange Group, 
Manepally Jewellers, Bank 
of Baroda and Punjab Na- 
tional Bank. 


24 organised by the SERP at People’s Plaza on Wednesday. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


Rift in Cong on demolitions 


Madhu Yashki Goud assured 
the people that though offi- 
cials had marked some houses 
in the area, he would ensure 
that no bulldozer came into 
the area. He also said he would 
file court cases on their behalf. 

“The Musi river beautifica- 
tion can be taken up without 
demolishing majority of the 
houses. The government can 
construct a retaining wall on 
both sides of the river to pro- 
tect it from encroachments. 
Demolition of houses without 
prior notice is illegal. As per 
the Land Acquisition Act en- 
acted by the then UPA gov- 
ernment, residents should be 
relocated by paying four times 
the market value of the prop- 
erties,” he asserted. 

On the other hand, T Jagga 
Reddy had recently warned 
officials in Sangareddy not to 
involve themselves in the 
demolitions, while Dayakar 
advised that the government 
should reconsider its ap- 
proach and avoid hasty deci- 
sions that harm the poor. This 
public opposition has fuelled a 


heated debate in Gandhi Bha- 
van, with some describing the 
situation as “Congress gov- 
ernment Vs Congress party”. 
Adding to the turmoil, sev- 
eral senior Congress leaders 
are learnt to have expressed 
their strong reservations dur- 
ing internal discussions to the 
one-sided decisions of Re- 
vanth Reddy. Sources said 
they fear HYDRAA could sink 
both the party and the govern- 
ment. They are believed to be 
planning to raise the issue 
with the Congress high com- 
mand, explaining the damage 
that these demolitions could 
inflict on the party’s future. 
Not so surprisingly, most 
Ministers have distanced 
themselves from the ongoing 
demolitions. They lament that 
the Congress, which once 
championed ‘Indiramma Ra- 
jyam’, is now earning a reputa- 
tion as the demolition govern- 
ment. A Minister reportedly 
questioned the purpose of de- 
molishing the homes of the 
poor, fearing that the party 
could become a “lifetime 


enemy” in the eyes of the mar- 
ginalised if these actions con- 
tinued. 

“There is neither a proper 
project report nor funds for 
implementing the Musi 
Riverfront Development 
Project. It has not been dis- 
cussed in the State Cabinet 
meeting to date either. On 
what basis should we defend 
the unilateral announcements 
of the Chief Minister? Be- 
sides, our party leaders them- 
selves are voicing dissent at 
the ground level. Silence 
makes more sense than 
speaking about it,” a senior 
Minister confessed to media- 
persons off the record. They 
fear that these anti-public ac- 
tions could lead to a political 
cost greater than any poten- 
tial gain from the project. 

With the party high com- 
mand also intervening in the 
issue, which was taken up 
with Revanth Reddy during 
his Tuesday visit to Delhi, it 
remains to see how the Chief 
Minister will handle the situ- 
ation. 
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‘Beautification...’ 


Rama Rao added that the previous BRS gov- 
ernment constructed multiple sewerage treat- 
ment plants (STPs) for treating the sewerage 
water being discharged into the Musi. 
Responding to a question, the BRS working 
president rubbished allegations made by Min- 
ister Konda Surekha, stating that the BRS was 
not responsible for the online trolling against 
her on social media. Calling out the Congress 
leader for her hypocrisy, he said Congress lead- 
ers were relentlessly targeting him and his 
party members on social media. He said she 
had accused him of tapping phones of some ac- 
tresses, and pointed out that she herself made 
abusive comments about personal lives of 
women, causing emotional trauma on families. 


KTR serves legal notice... 


Despite being a woman, the Minister was un- 
fortunately resorting to character assassination 
of a female actor for political gain, he said, 
adding that Surekha was repeatedly making the 
same allegations for sometime, indicating a 
pre-planned conspiracy to defame him. Ina six- 
page legal notice, Rama Rao stressed that 
Surekha’s public comments, widely circulated 
in the media and on social media platforms, 
could easily mislead the public due to her posi- 
tion as a Minister. He emphasised the serious 
nature of her accusations stating that these 
baseless remarks were both irresponsible and 
damaging to his public image. 


Minister crosses ‘line of decency’ 


Meanwhile, Surekha’s com- 
ments triggered severe back- 
lash. with several senior BRS 
leaders, including former Min- 
isters T Harish Rao, P Sabitha 
Indra Reddy and Satyavathi 
Rathod, condemning her re- 
marks. They called her out- 
burst offensive and unwar- 
ranted. Harish Rao, while 
condemning the derogatory 
statements, demanded an un- 
conditional apology from 
Surekha. 

Ina statement, Sabitha Indra 
Reddy criticised Surekha for 
making personal accusations 
and urged political leaders to 
maintain decorum. “It is objec- 
tionable to target someone 
personally, especially their 
family. Political leaders should 
focus on public issues and set 
an example for society,” she 
said, reminding that Rama 
Rao’s mother, wife, sister and 
daughter, too, may have been 
deeply hurt by the Minister’s 
remarks. 

Satyavathi Rathod also 
found fault with Surekha, 


pointing out that she was ig- 
noring critical issues such as 
violence against women in 
Telangana, while making in- 
flammatory comments against 
women in the film industry. 
She warned of defamation 
suits if such remarks contin- 
ued. “Rather than speaking 
about issues plaguing women 
in the State and challenges 
faced by women in film indus- 
try, it is a shame that a Minis- 
ter is making such degrading 
remarks,” she said. 

Former MP Maloth Kavitha 
said she was ashamed of being 
a woman after learning about 
Surekha’s “shameless” com- 
ments. She said Surekha forgot 
her status as a Minister and 
that making such derogatory 
remarks had hurt not just 
Rama Rao, but also his family 
members and the actresses she 
named. 

BRS leader RS Praveen 
Kumar termed Surekha’s re- 
marks as evidence of the poor 
culture in the Congress. He de- 
manded an immediate apology 


and threatened legal action if 
the comments were not re- 
tracted. He also accused the 
Congress of trying to divert at- 
tention, with such baseless al- 
legations, from the ongoing 
demolition of houses under 
the Musi river beautification 
project. 

On the other hand, actor Na- 
garjuna strongly condemned 
the derogatory comments 
made by Surekha and urged 
her to respect other people’s 
private lives. “Film stars stay 
away from politics. Please 
don’t drag us to criticise your 
opponents. As a woman in a 
responsible position, your 
comments and accusations 
against our family are com- 
pletely irrelevant and false. I 
request you to withdraw your 
comments immediately,” he 
said. 

Actor Prakash Raj also 
found fault with the Minister 
for her “shameless” politics, 
and asked why women acting 
in movies were looked down 
upon as lowly creatures. 
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Ban on DJ 
music 
V 


The Rachakonda police 
banned the use of DJ 
music system during 
religious processions 
and warned of initiat- 
ing action against any 
person found violating 
the orders. Also, the 
fire crackers were 
banned. Rachakonda 
Police Commissioner, 
G Sudheer Babu, issued 
orders following com- 
plaints from citizens of 
health issues due to 
high noise levels of DJ 
systems. Police warned 
of initiating legal action 
against the violators. 


HYDERABAD 
Murder case 


solved 
Wr 


The Shadnagar police 
on Wednesday arrested 
one person who had al- 
legedly murdered a 
woman and took away 
her gold ornaments on 
Saturday. The arrested 
man V Paramesh (40), 
a native of Nagar 
Kurnool district, met 
Bhagya Lakshmi at a 
construction work site. 
The woman was stay- 
ing alone. Paramesh 
started staying with 
her. On Sept 28, he no- 
ticed she was having 
about 12 tolas of gold 
and cash with her. He 
throttled her to death 
and dumped the body 
at an isolated place. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Breast cancer: 


oom tough battle looms 


Will remain No 1 cancer among women in Telangana till 2037 


M SAI GOPAL 
HYDERABAD 


Telangana has acquired 
the dubious distinction of 
having higher burden of 
breast cancers among 
women in the country. 

In the coming decade, 
breast cancer will remain 
the number one cancer 
among women of Telan- 
gana, a clear challenge for 
State government, which 
has to act quickly to aug- 
ment treatment facilities, 
cancer literacy, human re- 
sources and infrastructure. 
About 35.5 percent of can- 
cers among women in 
Telangana will be breast 
cancers followed by 8.7 per- 
cent of cervical cancers 
even in year 2037, research 
papers have indicated. 


Development and 

breast cancers 

It may sound counter-intu- 
itive but there are global 
studies indicating that de- 
veloped countries have a 
higher incidence of breast 
cancer among women. 
When this is applied to 
India, most of the developed 
States like Telangana, Tamil 
Nadu and Karnataka, have a 
much higher burden of 
breast cancer than states in 
north-eastern parts of the 
country. 

A study on projected can- 
cer burden in Telangana, 
taken-up by the noted In- 
dian Institute of Public 
Health (IIPH), Hyderabad, 
has indicated an anticipated 
steady rise in breast cancer 
cases. “We anticipated a 
steady increase in number 
of new cancer cases and re- 


AT GLANCE 


Leading cancers 


. BREAST | CERVICAL | OVARIAN 
(in Telangana) CANCER | CANCER CANCER 
BY THE TIME THEY VISIT AN ONCOLOGIST 355.5% | 8.7% 6.9% 

Crude Incidence Rate Projected incidence of cancers cases 


OVERALL INCIDENCE 
OF CANCERS 

(per 1,00,000 
people of all ages) 


© Annual average cases: 
2,151 


© 55.6% of cancers are 
among women 


© Crude Rate of all 
cancers in TG in 109.8 


© 1 in 7 women aged 
between 0 and 74 
years develop 
cancers 


sultant workload for the 
State of Telangana from 
year 2022 to 2037. This may 
further be accompanied 
with limited access or uti- 
lization of cancer care sys- 
tem,” the IIPH study, pub- 
lished in PLOS ONE (July, 
2023), said. 


Why is breast cancer ris- 
ing in Telangana? 

Based on multiple studies, 
factors driving breast cancer 
cases in Telangana are rela- 


IMC College holds 
Swachhta Hi Seva drive 


NSS volunteers and NCC cadets and others at a cleanliness drive in city on Wednesday. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In commemoration of Ma- 
hatma Gandhi’s birth an- 
niversary, the ‘Swachhta Hi 
Seva 2024 programme was 
organised at IIMC College 
in Lakdikapul, under the 
guidance of NSS and NCC, 
following the directives of 
the central government. 
The event was attended by 
the College Principal and 
NSS Chairman, K Raghu- 
veer, and former College 


Principal, Purnachandra 
Rao. 

The programme began 
with the garlanding of 
Gandhi’s portrait, followed 
by the release of a book ti- 
tled ‘Inspiring Thoughts’, 
which contains Gandhi’s 
quotes. The book was dis- 
tributed to all the volun- 
teers. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
the Principal emphasised 
the importance of everyone 
participating in the cleanli- 
ness drive, not only to keep 


our surroundings clean but 
also to maintain cleanliness 
across the nation. Following 
the event, 45 NSS volunteers 
and 80 NCC cadets, under 
the supervision of NSS Pro- 
gram Officers E Ramakr- 
ishna and Satyanarayana, as 
well as NCC Officer Vas- 
anth Kumar, cleaned the 
college premises, class- 
rooms and the surrounding 
areas. Faculty members 
Vijay and Shyam Sundar 
also participated in the pro- 
gramme. 


NCC cadets take to the skies, 
undergo parasailing training 


NCC Group Hyderabad undergo parasailing 
training at Parade Ground, Secunderabad. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


training at 


tional 


NCC Group Hyder- 
abad cadets underwent 
intensive parasailing 
Parade 
Ground, Secunderabad, 
here on Wednesday. 
The training was aimed 
at developing leader- 
ship skills, teamwork 
and physical fitness, 
challenging the cadets 
to conquer their fears 
and test their limits. 
The cadets, drawn 
from various educa- 
institutions 
across Hyderabad, took 
part in the training or- 
ganised in association 


nance Corps Centre, 
Secunderabad. Under 


the guidance of certi- 
fied trainers, the cadets 
learned the basics of 
parasailing, including 
safety protocols, equip- 
ment handling and aer- 
ial navigation. 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Rakesh of 5 Telangana 
Battalion said, “Para- 
sailing is an activity 
that not only tests one’s 
physical endurance but 
also builds mental forti- 
tude. Our cadets have 
proven their ability to 
face challenges head- 
on, a quality that is es- 
sential in both personal 
and professional lives.” 
NCC Group Hyder- 
abad Group Com- 


with the Army Adven- mander Col Anil said 
ture Wing Parasailing the young cadets have 
Node ofthe Army Ord- demonstrated extraor- 


dinary courage and dis- 
cipline in the training. 


(CIR of cancers per 1,00,000 
population) of breast cancer 
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tively low literacy rate 
among females, high to- 
bacco use, and alcohol con- 
sumption among women 
and higher life expectancy 
than the national average. In 


addition, one in three 
women was found to be 
overweight or obese, which 
is an important risk factor 
for breast cancer. This was 
attributed to changing 
lifestyles, sedentary behav- 
iour, unhealthy eating, and 
inadequate physical activity. 


Number of people living 
with cancers (rise) 


All kinds of cancers 


i 2020 


Women: 28,708 | Women: 25,743 


Men: 24,857 


All cancer incidence prediction 


- Men: 22,186 


Rise in new 
cancers 


28% 


2032 


Based on Cancer Profile 
of TS by Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) 
through cancer registries 
from NIMS, MNJ Cancer 
Hospital and Indo-Ameri- 
can Cancer Institute, the 
crude rate (cancer inci- 
dence for 1,00,000 popula- 
tion) of all kinds of cancers 
is 109.8 among women 
while the crude incidence 
rate of breast cancers is 
close to 50, which will rise 
to 63.79 by 2037. 


TSDCA seizes drugs 
worth Rs 19.35 lakhs 


Files 54 cases for various kinds of offenses 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Continuing its efforts at reg- 
ulating the quality of drugs 
that are available to the gen- 
eral public, the Telangana 
State Drug Control Admin- 
istration (TSDCA), in the 
month of September seized 
stocks of drugs worth Rs 
19.35 lakh, in addition to ini- 
tiating a total of 54 cases for 
various kinds of offenses 
during the same time frame. 

A total of 54 cases were 
initiated in the month of 
September and the nature of 
violations included unli- 
censed medical shops that 
were involved in the sale of 
steroids and cardiac stimu- 
lants (09), quacks and unli- 
censed stocking and sale of 
drugs (26), drug manufac- 
tured and sold as food prod- 
ucts and nutraceuticals (14), 


unlicensed manufacturing 
(01), expired drugs (03) and 
banned drugs (01). 

Overall, this year (be- 
tween January and Septem- 
ber), a total of 392 cases are 
initiated by the TSDCA for 
various kinds of offenses. 
Out of the 392 cases, a total 
of 132 cases were initiated 
under the Drugs and Magic 
Remedies (Objectionable 
Advertisements) Act, 1954, 
seizures for misleading ad- 
vertisements, followed by 
92 cases on quacks and unli- 
censed stocking and sale of 
drugs. 

Cases against other of- 
fenses include 70 DPCO 
(Drugs Price Control 
Order) for price violations, 
34 cases related to a drug 
manufactured and sold as 
food products or nutraceuti- 
cals, 49 cases for unlicensed 
manufacturing, unlicensed 


Go 317: victims 
Stage protest 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


A large number of State 
government employees, 
who have been victims of 
the GO 317 displaced em- 
ployees from their local dis- 
tricts posting, on Wednes- 
day organised a _ huge 
protest at Gandhi Bhavan 
demanding the government 
resolve their issue. 

The protesters, who ar- 
rived in from all the dis- 
tricts, besieged the Gandhi 
Bhavan leading to huge traf- 
fic obstruction on the Nam- 
pally road. A large number 


of police personnel have 
been deployed at Gandhi 
Bhavan. According to GO 
317 victims, Chief Minister 
A Revanth Reddy had as- 
sured them during Assem- 
bly elections that the Con- 
gress party would resolve 
their issue within 48 hours 
of the formation of govern- 
ment. However, the issue 
remained unresolved even 
after 10 months after the 
party came into power. 

The GO 317 victims de- 
manded the government 
create supernumerary posts 
and wanted to post in their 
local districts. 


BATHUKAMMA GHAT TURNS EYESORE 


rwit3 


The Congress government failed to make arrangements for the Bathukamma celebrations at Bathukamma Ghat, 
leaving the water filled with algae and debris. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


©) 
SBI leads cleanliness drive 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


As part of the Swachhata Hi 
Sewa 2024 campaign, SBI 
Hyderabad Circle organised 
cleanliness activities in and 
around its local Head Office 
on the occasion of Gandhi 
Jayanthi/ Swachh Bharat 
Diwas, on Wednesday. 

The event was led by 
Chief General Manager, Ra- 
jesh Kumar along with Gen- 
eral Managers, Deputy Gen- 
eral Managers, and other 
senior officials. The cleanli- 
ness drive was conducted 
around the LHO premises 
and commercial areas of 
Sultan Bazar and Gujarati 
Galli. Rajesh Kumar said 
Swachhata Hi Seva 2024 is a 
nationwide cleanliness cam- 
paign in India, running from 
September 17 to October 2 
and initiatives were taken 
up by the Bank across the 
State by identifying 57 
Cleanliness Target Units 
(CTUs) as mega cleanliness 
drives for clearing the dirty 
and difficult garbage spots. 
The circle has taken up 
15000 tree plantations under 


SBI Hyderabad Circle organised cleanliness drive on the occasion 
of Gandhi Jayanthi and Swachh Bharat Diwas. 


The cleanliness drive was conducted in 
commercial areas of Sultan Bazar and 
Gujarati Galli as part of nationwide clean- 


liness campaign 


“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” 
campaign across the State. 
Safaimitras were also fe- 
licitated and were provided 
PPE kits and protective gear 
to safeguard them from oc- 
cupational hazards. A liter- 
acy camp was organised to 
highlight the importance of 
various social security 
schemes (PMJDY, PMJJBY, 


PMSBY, APY etc.). General 
Manager Network-2, 
Prakash Chandra _ Baror, 
General Manager Network 1 
- Ravi Kumar Verma said 
Swachhata Hi Seva initia- 
tives, create a lasting impact 
on public health and envi- 
ronmental — sustainability, 
making cleanliness a way of 
life for every citizen. 


KVK COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 


Surmaiguda (V), Lashkarguda (P), Near Ramoji Film City, Abdullapurmet (M), 
R.R.(Dist.), Hyderabad, Telangana State-501512. 
(Approved by AICTE & PCI, Affiliated to JNTUH) 


medical shops and 
godowns, physician sam- 
ples and expired drugs, 
cases on spurious drugs 
rackets, 5 cases on unili- 
censed cosmetics manufac- 
turing, three cases for man- 
ufacturing and sale of 
banned drugs and one case 
for misbranded cosmetics, 
DR TSDCA, V B Kamalsan 
Reddy said. 

The public may report 
any suspected manufactur- 
ing activity related to drugs, 
including narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic sub- 
stances, in residential, com- 
mercial, or industrial areas, 
as well as any other com- 
plaints regarding illegal ac- 
tivities concerning medi- 
cines, through the Drugs 
Control Administration, 
Toll-Free Number 1800- 
599-6969, from 10.30 am to 5 
pm on all working days. 


Hashish oil 
worth Rs 20 L 
seized 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Commissioner’s Task 
Force (southwest) team 
caught a person who was in 
possession of hashish oil 
and seized 2 kg of the oil 
worth Rs 20 lakh from him. 

Acting on a tip-off, the 
Task Force team caught 
Hantal Gobardhan alias 
Govardhan (32), a native of 
Malkangiri in Odisha who 
travelled to the city to de- 
liver the contraband here. 

“Govardhan was work- 
ing along with one Manoj, a 
resident of Koraput district 
of Odisha. Manoj in- 
structed Govardhan to go 
to Hyderabad and hand 
over the consignment to 
one person at Gudimalka- 
pur. When Govardhan ar- 
rived at Hyderabad to de- 
liver the consignment of 
hashish oil, he was appre- 
hended,” said DCP (south- 
west), G Chandra Mohan. 

In another case, the Task 
Force along with the 
Habeebnagar police caught 
three persons - Syed Ab- 
dullah (32), Anas Ahmed 
Shaikh (24) and Irfan Raju 
Shaikh (20) and seized 144 
grams of ogiveed ganja 
from them. The ganja is 
valued at Rs 8 lakh. 


BPO employee 

Abdullah was purchas- 
ing ganja from Anas 
Ahmed, who works as a 
senior associate ina BPO in 
Mumbai and with the help 
of Irfan selling it in the city. 
On a tip-off, they were 
caught at Mallepally, said 
the officials. 

The police have 
launched intensive cam- 
paign against use of drugs 
across the city. 
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GOOD NEWS TO FARMERS 


In pursuance to the Order No SO 2900(E) dated 24-10-2015 issued by 
Department of Agriculture and Co-operation and Farmers Welfare 
Department, Government of India, we intend to manufacture and market 
following 100% Water Soluble Mixture of Fertilizers (in Liquid / Granular Form) 


in all the Districts of Telan gana State. 
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These aa will be helpful to the farmers for development of crops and 


increase in high yields. 
Address : 


M/s. SENSATIONAL AGRI INPUTS PVT LTD, 

Sy No. 210, Dothigudem GP, Jiblakpally (V), B.Pochampally (M), 
Yadagiri Bhuvanagiri (D) Telangana - 508 284, Contact : 9100950564 
Email ID : sensationalagripvtltd@gmail.com 
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WARANGAL 


Student dies 
of dengue 
V 


A woman postgraduate 
student died, report- 
edly due to dengue, in 
Upparpally village of 
Chennaraopet mandal 
in Warangal district on 
Wednesday. 

According to reports, 
the deceased identified 
as Kalyani, who was 
pursuing postgraduate 
course in the Kakatiya 
University, Warangal, 
was undergoing treat- 
ment for dengue ina 
private hospital in 
Hanamkonda district 
for the last few days 
and on Wednesday, the 
student’s health condi- 
tion deteriorated and 
she succumbed to 
dengue. It is learnt that 
her blood platelets 
were not improving de- 
spite efforts by the 
doctors. 


HYDERABAD 

Inter student 
ends life 

Bg 


An intermediate stu- 
dent died by suicide at 
her house after her 
mother did not shift 
her to a junior college 
of her choice. M Gauri 
(16), of Mailardevpally, 
lived with her mother 
Nirmala and elder sis- 
ter. Over a year ago, 
Nirmala filed a dowry 
case against her hus- 
band and since then, 
the two are staying 
separately. “Gauri 
asked her mother to 
shift her to a different 
college but Nirmala, 
expressed inability to 
do it citing financial 
problems. On Tuesday, 
when Nirmala went out 
to a local court on 
some work, the girl 
hanged herself from 
the ceiling fan in the 
house,” said the police. 


HYDERABAD 
Governor, CM 
pay tributes 


V 


Governor Jishnu Dev 
Varma and Chief Minis- 
ter A Revanth Reddy on 
Wednesday paid rich 
tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi on his birth an- 
niversary. Jishnu Dev 
Varma visited Bapu 
Ghat here and paid flo- 
ral tributes to the Fa- 
ther of the Nation. Re- 
vanth Reddy, 
accompanied by some 
of his ministerial col- 
leagues, also offered 
floral tributes to Ma- 
hatma Gandhi at Bapu 
Ghat. union Minister 
Kishan Reddy posted 
on X: “Paid tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhiji at 
the Gandhi Statue, MG 
Road, Secunderabad 
today. Deep respect 
and tributes for 
beloved Bapu.” et: 
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KTR invokes Bapu, 


co Slams ‘unjust’ Cong 


Says govt elected to build, not destroy lives of marginalised 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao criticised the Re- 
vanth Reddy government 
for acting inhumanely to- 
wards the most vulnerable 
sections of society. He in- 
voked Mahatma Gandhi’s 
teachings to condemn the 
government’s actions, par- 
ticularly demolition of 
homes in the name of HY- 
DRAA and Musi Riverfront 
Development Project. 
Commemorating Ma- 
hatma Gandhi and former 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri at their birth an- 
niversary celebrations held 
at Telangana Bhavan on 
Wednesday, Rama Rao con- 
demned the ongoing demo- 
litions, stating that the gov- 
ernment was elected to 
build and uplift, not to de- 
stroy the lives of the mar- 
ginalised. He urged the State 
government to reconsider 
its decision to demolish the 
houses of the poor. 
“Mahatma Gandhi him- 
self said that the greatness of 
a government is known by 
how it supports the weakest 
in society. The Revanth 
Reddy government needs to 
be reminded of this,” he re- 
marked, urging the Con- 
gress leadership in Delhi to 
take note of the inhumane 
policies being enacted by 
the State government and 
immediately stop the demo- 
litions if they had any re- 
spect for Mahatma Gandhi’s 
teachings. The people of 


BRS working president KT Rama Rao interacting with affected families of Musi Riverfront 
Development Project, at Telangana Bhavan in Hyderabad on Wednesday. 


Questions ED silence on raids 


HYDERABAD: BRS working president KT Rama Rao 
raised doubts over the Enforcement Directorate issu- 
ing no statement even five days after conducting raids 
on the residence of Revenue Minister Ponguleti Srini- 
vas Reddy. He wondered whether another drama was 
unfolding between the BJP and the Congress. 

“Why is there such deafening silence from the En- 
forcement Directorate after the raids on a super 
wealthy Telangana Minister? No statements, not word 
after five days? Is this drama also a part of the “Ajab 
Prem Ki Gajab Kahani” of BJP and Congress?” he asked. 


Telangana had elected the 
Congress to construct more 
houses for them, not to tear 
down the existing ones. 
Meanwhile, the BRS 
working president inter- 
acted with the affected fam- 
ilies of Musi Riverfront De- 
velopment Project who 


came to meet him at Telan- 
gana Bhavan, and assured 
them that his party would 
stand with them in their 
fight against the govern- 
ment’s reckless policies. He 
announced that the BRS 
legal team at Telangana 
Bhavan would assist the vic- 


tims of the Musi project and 
HYDRAA demolitions, 
promising both legal and po- 
litical support to prevent 
further harm to the poor. 


Official permissions 

“No house of the poor 
should be demolished,” he 
declared, calling the govern- 
ment’s actions evil and un- 
just, especially after citizens 
had received official permis- 
sions for their homes. 

He also reminded them 
that under former Chief 
Minister K Chandrashekhar 
Rao’s tenure, the poor were 
treated with dignity and 
compassion, a stark contrast 
to the current administra- 
tion’s methods. “BRS will 
fight for the people, both on 
the streets and in the 
courts,” he reiterated. 


Rice millers object to 
proposed CMR norms 


Say they are not prepared to provide bank 
guarantees for allotment of paddy 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The State government is set 
to introduce new guidelines 
for the allotment of paddy 
for custom milled rice 
(CMR) operations, which 
have sparked opposition 
from rice millers. The pro- 
posed policy mandates that 
millers provide bank guar- 
antees for allotment of 
paddy, a move, as the 
millers organisations claim, 
primarily driven by Civil 
Supplies Minister N Uttam 
Kumar Reddy. 

During recent prepara- 
tory meetings for the 
Vanakalam (Kharif) Mini- 
mum Support Price (MSP) 
operations, millers’ associa- 
tions voiced objections to 
the State Civil Supplies Cor- 
poration (TGCSC) officials. 

The millers have made it 
clear that they are not pre- 
pared to provide bank guar- 


antees, with some even 
threatening to boycott the 
operations. The govern- 
ment aims to require bank 
guarantees for at least 25% 
of the value of the paddy al- 
lotments. This change is in- 
tended to ensure accounta- 
bility and timely delivery of 
CMR, as there have been in- 
stances of millers failing to 
deliver the custom milled 
rice within stipulated time, 
causing delays and financial 
losses to the government. 
Millers argue that the new 
requirement adds financial 
strain and complicates the 
milling process, potentially 
leading to delays and in- 
creased costs. They also 
point out that the millers in 
the State currently hold sub- 
stantial paddy stocks, in- 
cluding 28 lakh tonnes from 
Rabi 2022-23 marketing sea- 
son and 33 lakh tonnes from 
previous Kharif and Rabi 
seasons, questioning the 


need for fresh paddy allot- 
ments under the new guide- 
lines. These stocks with 
them support CMR opera- 
tions for the next six to eight 
months. 

The TGCSC has assured 
millers that their concerns 
will be addressed in a high- 
level meeting soon. How- 
ever, the government re- 
mains firm on the bank 
guarantee requirement, cit- 
ing the need for risk mitiga- 
tion and financial security. 
The bank guarantee is seen 
as a measure to prevent de- 
faults and ensure that 
millers comply with the 
terms of the agreement, de- 
livering the processed rice 
to the Food Corporation of 
India (FCI) or the State gov- 
ernment as required. 

The ongoing discussions 
and potential adjustments to 
the policy seems impera- 
tive, felt representatives 
from both sides. 


Complaint against Mynampally 
over abusive language 


STATE BUREAU 
Siddipet 
Bharat Rashtra Samithi 


(BRS) leaders filed a com- 
plaint at Thoguta police sta- 
tion against Congress leader 
Mynampally Hanumantha 
Rao for abusing BRS work- 
ing president KT Rama Rao 


and former minister T Har- 
ish Rao. Later, they pre- 
sented a representation to 
Siddipet Commissioner of 
Police B Anuradha on 
Wednesday. 

The BRS leaders com- 
plained that Mynampally 
had threatened to rope in 
some 500 Congress workers 


to set Rama Rao and Harish 
Rao on fire after dousing 
them with petrol. Mynam- 
pally held a meeting with 
the oustees of Mallanna 
Sagar reservoir at Thoguta 
on Tuesday. The BRS lead- 
ers also condemned the abu- 
sive language used by My- 
nampally. 


Above-normal rains bring relief, chaos to State 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Monsoon season in Telan- 
gana (from June to Septem- 
ber 2024) has been notably 
eventful, with the State re- 
ceiving a cumulative rainfall 
of 961.6 mm. This figure is 31 
per cent above the normal 
rainfall of 732.6 mm for this 
period, marking a significant 
deviation from the average. 

Several districts experi- 
enced large excess rainfall, 
with considerable devia- 
tions from the normal. 
Narayanpet district re- 
ceived 913.4 mm against a 
normal of 466.1 mm, show- 
ing a 96 per cent increase. In 
comparison to the previous 
year, the 2024 monsoon sea- 
son has seen a substantial in- 
crease in rainfall. 

Last year, the State re- 
ceived 851.6 mm of rainfall 
during the same _ period, 
which was already above the 
normal. This year’s rainfall 
surpasses last year’s by 13 
per cent, highlighting a 
trend of increasing mon- 
soon activity. 

The above-normal rainfall 
has been beneficial for the 
agricultural sector, particu- 
larly for paddy cultivation, 
which relies heavily on 
monsoon rains. The in- 
creased water availability 
assured with all the major 
reservoirs filled to the brim, 
has_ positively impacted 


YTPS units may miss 


ANIL KUMAR 
Hyderabad 


he State govern- 
ment’s plan to com- 
mission two units of 


the 5x800 megawatt 
Yadadri Thermal Power 
Station (YTPS) project 
being constructed in Dam- 
eracharla of Nalgonda by 
the Telangana State Power 
Generation Corporation 
Limited (TGGenco) in Oc- 
tober first week is unlikely 
to happen as the railway 
line works have not been 
completed yet. Until the 
railway line is completed, 
coal cannot arrive at the 
plant site, which in turn is 


likely to delay the commis- 
sioning of the two units. 
According to sources, 
the signalling system at the 
Vishnupuram railway sta- 
tion was supposed to be 
completed by October 1, 
but due to repair work on 
the Balharshah-Kazipet- 
Vijayawada railway line, 
some trains were diverted 
on Bibinagar-Nadikudi 
route. Due to this, the work 
of changing the signalling 
system at Vishnupuram 
was postponed to October 
9 and 10. This has delayed 
running the goods train to 
Yadadri power station 
from Janpahad to Vish- 
nupuram railway line, 


Children on a water-logged stretch in a low-lying area of Sangareddy on Wednesday. — Photo: Sathish Kumar 


crop yields and water re- 
sources. 

The abundant rainfall 
during the 2024 monsoon 
season has brought both re- 
lief and challenges to Telan- 
gana. While it gave a big 
boost to the farm sector 
marking an end to a year of 
crop holidays, it also re- 
sulted in heavy losses to 
agriculture and infrastruc- 
ture pertaining to key de- 
partments including irriga- 
tion, road communications 


. 


and power transmission. 
The September deluge 
that the State witnessed 
called for redefining the 
manuals guiding the opera- 
tion of flood management 
protocol of key irrigation 
sources. As many as six dis- 
tricts witnessed unprece- 
dented floods resulting in 
extensive ravage. Pristine 
forests in the State such as 
Tadwai reserve saw exten- 
sive damage with over 
70,000 trees of various 
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species crashing to the 
ground in the impact of a 
strange tornado-like phe- 
nomenon that was accom- 
panied by heavy rains in the 
first week of September. 
This phenomenon, known 
as ‘windthrow’, triggered 
strong gales, the force of 
which exceeded the stability 
of the trees’ root system and 
trunk, thus causing unprece- 
dented damage to the forest 
cover in the pocket. The 
State experienced signifi- 


cant variations in rainfall 
across its districts. Five dis- 
tricts - Mahabubnagar, Jogu- 
lamba Gadwal, Wanaparthy, 
Nagarkurnool and Narayan- 
pet, received rainfall in large 
excess with a deviation of 60 
per cent or above normal. 

Nirmal, Nizamabad, Jag- 
tial, Hyderabad, among 
other districts received rain- 
fall in excess with a devia- 
tion ranging from 20 per 
cent to 59 per cent above 
normal. 


deadline as railway line works drag on 


Once power generation starts in the 
plant, initiated by previous BRS govern- 
ment, the State will receive about two 
crore units of electricity per day 


sources said. Moreover, as 
the Genco was confident of 
completing the railway 
line works by September 
end, no arrangements were 
made to transport coal 
through trucks from the 
Singareni mines in Man- 
damarri, Bellampally, Ra- 
magundam and Kothagu- 
dem areas. Now Genco has 
to wait for the completion 
of the railway line to com- 


mission the two units of 
the plant. 

It is learnt that the two 
units would start function- 
ing by the end of the 
month. Once power gener- 
ation starts in the plant, 
which was initiated by the 
previous BRS government, 
the State will receive about 
two crore units of electric- 
ity per day. As part of test- 
ing the readiness for full 


production of power, two 
boiler units were ‘fired’ in 
May. It would take about 
five to six months before 
all the testing was com- 
pleted to ensure every sec- 
tion of the two 800 MW 
units were working in syn- 
chrony, officials said, 
adding that once that was 
done, Unit I and Unit II 
would be ready for com- 
mercial production of ther- 
mal power. 


Time overrun 

The Genco has set a dead- 
line for the Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Limited 
(BHEL), which is execut- 
ing the project, to commis- 


sion two units of Stage I by 
October and the three 
units of Stage II by March, 
2025. Although all the five 
units should have been 
commissioned by October 
last year, there was time 
overrun for all the five 
units. As the construction 
of the plant has already 
been delayed for more 
than three years, after pri- 
vate organisations ap- 
proached the National 
Green Tribunal, Genco is 
worried that further delays 
could cause more financial 
losses. 

The project, when com- 
pleted, is expected to cost 
around Rs 34,542 crore. 


Overnight 
rain floods 
Sangareddy 


SANGAREDDY: Heavy 
rainfall lashed San- 
gareddy town 
overnight Tuesday re- 
sulting in the inunda- 
tion of several low- 
lying areas. 

The town received a 
record 107.8 mm of 
rainfall during the past 
24 hours on Wednes- 
day while Mo- 
gadampally and Hath- 
noora mandals of the 
district recorded 98 
mm and 61.7 mm rain- 
fall respectively. 
Since the rest of San- 
gareddy district re- 
ceived moderate rains, 
the district recorded 
15 mm average rainfall 
on Wednesday. The 
citizens woke up to 
flooded roads on 
Wednesday morning. 
The cellars were 
flooded with rainwater 
and low-lying areas 
witnessed water- 
logged streets. The 
citizens were seen 
wading through the 
rainwater to come out 
of their colonies. 


BRS to 
support ryots 


opposing 
pharma hub 


STATE BUREAU 
Sangareddy 


Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) will be supporting 
the farmers of Dappur, 
Vaddy and Malgi villages in 
their fight against the pro- 
posed pharma hub in their 
villages. The party leaders 
and workers will partici- 
pate in a massive dharna in 
these villages on Thursday, 
to express their solidarity 
with the farmers. 

The government  re- 
cently announced that a 
pharma hub would be set 
up on 2,000 acres of land 
very close to River Man- 
jeera, the prime drinking 
water source for Hyder- 
abad, Sangareddy, Medak 
and Kamareddy districts. 
Since more than 85 per cent 
of lands identified for ac- 
quisition were fertile, farm- 
ers were getting two crops 
every year. 

Since the streams flow- 
ing through these villages 
join Manjeera, environ- 
mentalists were opposing 
the move. As the river was 
also a well-known wildlife 
sanctuary, environmental- 
ists warned that the pro- 
posed hub would damage 
the habitat of wildlife. 


BJP demands white 
paper on loan waiver 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BJP Legislative Party leader 
A Maheshwar Reddy de- 
manded the State govern- 
ment to release white paper 
on crop loan waiver imple- 
mentation and the list of 
beneficiaries. 

Maheshwar Reddy said 
the State government was 
issuing contradictory state- 
ments on crop loan waiver 
and confusing the farmers. 
While Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy was claiming 
that his government had re- 
leased the crop loan waiver 


amounts to all the farmers, 
Agriculture Minister 
Thummala Nageswara Rao 
was giving statements that 
over Rs 13,000 crore still 
had to be released, he said. 

“Who is lying? Is the CM 
misleading the farmers or is 
the Agriculture Minister 
unaware of facts? The State 
government should release 
a white paper on the issue 
and clear the doubts of the 
farmers,” he said. 

He said the government 
was showing more interest 
in demolishing the houses 
than implementing the Six 
Guarantees. 
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RS Praveen questions police inaction 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS leader RS Praveen 
Kumar condemned the at- 
tack on party working pres- 
ident KT Rama Rao’s vehi- 
cle by Youth Congress 
workers at Musheerabad. 
He questioned the delay in 
registering a case against the 
perpetrators even 24 hours 
after the incident. 
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“The police have not ar- 
rested the accused even 
after 24 hours, which raises 
serious questions about 
their role in the conspiracy,” 
he stated. 

He pointed out the double 
standards in the police ac- 
tion noting that cases were 
filed against BRS activists 
who resisted the attack on 
Telangana Bhavan by the 


action was taken against 
those who attempted to 
burn an effigy. 

The BRS leader suspected 
that the attack was orches- 
trated as part of diversion- 
ary politics by the Revanth 
Reddy government from the 
Rs 1.5 lakh crore Musi proj- 
ect scam. He stated that the 
Chief Minister had colluded 
with the World Bank and as 


into a weapon for complet- 
ing the beautification proj- 
ect for financial gains. “We 
will face any number of at- 
tacks by these World Bank 
agents and continue to stand 
with the people,” he de- 
clared, adding that Revanth 
Reddy would meet a similar 
fate to that of Rajapaksa 
government in Sri Lanka for 
the atrocities by the Anu- 


Four held with 
lkg ganja 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Rachakonda Special Oper- 
ations Team (LB Nagar) 
caught four including two 
consumers and_ seized 
around 1 kg of ganja from 
them. Acting on tip-off, the 
team caught Y Gopi (25), 
Challa Uma Maheshwari 
(24), T Prabhu Charan (20) 
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KTR, Harish Rao extend 
Bathukamma greetings 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


BRS working president KT 
Rama Rao and MLA T Har- 
ish Rao extended their 
heartfelt wishes to the peo- 
ple of Telangana marking 
the commencement of 
Bathukamma with ‘Yengili 
Poola Bathukamma’. Cele- 


brated with great fervour by 
women across the State, the 
nine-day festival is asymbol 
of Telangana’s rich culture. 

Rama Rao said 
Bathukamma is the only fes- 
tival where nature is wor- 
shipped, and flowers are 
revered as goddess. “This 
festival, which lacked the 
due recognition in erstwhile 


Telangana‘* Today 


MAIN SPONSOR 


K 


M 


FASHION 


POWERD BY =—-—<— 
Tho 
=abat Se 
+ " 

o oo os 


AP, has been honoured as a 
State festival under the BRS 
government,” he said. 

Harish Rao described 
Bathukamma as a celebra- 
tion of flowers and nature. 
He urged people to preserve 
Telangana’s cultural tradi- 
tions for future generations 
by celebrating the festivities 
in all its grandeur. 
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Why Russia needs Mongolia 


Shedding gloomy past 


t is probably the only election where voter partic- 
ipation is more important than the outcome. The 
just-concluded Assembly elections to Jammu & 
Kashmir sent out a heart-warming message that 
the people of the trouble-torn region are yearning for 
peace and genuine democratic empowerment. The 
smooth conduct of the polls and an enthusiastic voter 
turnout, even in the sensitive belt where poll boycotts 
used to be the norm in the past, are the key positive 
takeaways. The three-phase polling recorded an over- 
all turnout of 63.45%, nearly 6% higher than the Lok 
Sabha figure. The third phase saw the highest polling 
of 68.72% while the traditional boycott bastions of So- 
pore and Baramulla recorded their highest turnout in 
Assembly elections in the last three decades. As the re- 
gion navigated a high-stakes election after a gap of ten 
years — a period that witnessed momentous develop- 
ments — the seamless coordination between election 
officials, security agencies and local authorities en- 
sured that the campaigning ended on a peaceful note. 
This was the first election held after the abrogation of 
Article 370 in August 2019, ending special status for 
Jammu & Kashmir, and bifurcation of the State into 
two Union Territories of Ladakh and Jammu & Kash- 
mir. It was also the first 
time that diplomats from 
15 countries were invited 
to witness the election 
process, reflecting a 
strategic shift in India’s 
approach and its confi- 
dence in ensuring fair 
democratic governance in 


The just-concluded 
Assembly elections 
to J&K sends out 

a strong message 


that the people 
are yearning for 


a region with a long his- pomoctarle 
paaneae empowerment 
tory of terrorist violence. 
The valleys and the 
mountains, which had 


once witnessed fear amid poll boycott calls by militant 
groups, took part in the democratic festivities. Unlike 
in the past, there were no election boycott calls from 
militant groups nor was there any attempt to disrupt 
voting. There is a growing desire among the people to 
actively engage in shaping their future. In the recent 
Lok Sabha elections too, many enthusiastic voters 
queued up at the polling booths to exercise their fran- 
chise. The incident-free voting signals public faith in 
the electoral process. This is despite considerable 
anger over the Centre’s decision to convert the State 
into union territory. The elections in Jammu & Kash- 
mir are not just a domestic affair as they hold interna- 
tional significance, particularly in the light of a long 
history of cross-border terrorism nurtured by Pak- 
istan. The international community has frequently 
raised concerns about the human rights situation in 
the region, especially after the revocation of Article 
370. By showcasing a peaceful and organised election, 
New Delhi effectively addressed these concerns head- 
on and presented Kashmir as a region moving towards 
stability and development. Areas near the Line of Con- 
trol and the international border, usually vulnerable to 
disruptions, remained calm, with polling stations set 
up in even the most sensitive regions. This successful 
election campaign has not only fortified faith in the re- 
gion’s governance but also shown the world that 
democracy can thrive against all odds. 


Putin’s visit to 
Mongolia should be 
seen beyond 
symbolism and a 
course correction 
by Russia 


RAJOLI SIDDHARTH JAYAPRAKASH 


n September 2, a detachment 
of 20 horsemen in ceremo- 
nial uniforms akin to the 
ones donned by the personal 
guards of the first Genghis Khan of the 
Mongolian army gave a guard of hon- 
our for Russian President Vladimir 
Putin outside the Presidential palace in 
Ulan Bator. A rare event, it reflected 
the importance of Russia for Mongolia. 

Putin visited Mongolia to celebrate 
the 85th anniversary of the joint victory 
on the Khalkhin-Gol River against the 
Japanese. This visit gained significant 
attention from the West, given Mongo- 
lia’s status as a Rome Statute signatory, 
which aligns it with the International 
Criminal Court’s jurisdiction that had 
issued an arrest warrant against Putin 
over alleged war crimes in Ukraine. 
Mongolia, however, snarked at re- 
quests to put handcuffs on its key 
strategic partner’s President. 

The Western media coverage of 
Putin’s visit to Mongolia was seen as 
Russia’s ploy to manifest Russia-Mon- 
golia relations as one being untouched 
by the forces of international law. 
However, contrary to such symbolistic 
statements, Putin’s reason for this visit, 
along with prospects of increasing bi- 
lateral partnership, was to course-cor- 
rect and revive the Mongolian section 
of the Power of Siberia-2 pipeline, 
known as the Soyuz Vostok pipeline. 
The 962 km section of the pipeline is 
pivotal in the transhipment of 50 billion 
cubic metres of gas from Russia to 
China. Last month, the Mongolian Na- 
tional Action Plan 2024-28 had no men- 
tion of the construction of this pipeline, 
which stoked concerns about the proj- 
ect stalling. 


The Outcomes 

During his visit, President Putin high- 
lighted the significant progress in Rus- 
sia-Mongolia relations, noting a 21% in- 
crease in bilateral trade during the first 


seven months of 2024. Russia’s increas- 
ing interest in pivoting eastward since 
the 2010s has made Mongolia a crucial 
partner, strategically positioned be- 
tween Russia and China. Dependence 
on these two countries for exports has 
reinforced its importance. Both nations 
reaffirmed their commitment to ad- 
vancing the Mongolia-Russia-China 
Economic Corridor programme, a key 
component of China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative. They also expressed mutual 
interest in collaborating under Russia’s 
Greater Eurasia partnership and Mon- 
golia’s Steppe Route. 

Several key agreements were signed 
during the visit, including an intergov- 
ernmental agreement on the recon- 
struction of the TPP-3 thermal power 
plant in Mongolia’s capital Bator, 
agreements on petroleum product sup- 
plies and aviation fuel, and a memoran- 
dum of understanding focused on the 
conservation of Lake Baikal and the Se- 
lenga River. 


Power of Siberia 2 

Moscow was working on developing 
new pipeline routes towards the East to 
reduce its dependence on European 
markets. This initiative is evident in 
the plans for the Yakutia-Khabarovsk- 
Vladivostok pipeline, which was re- 
branded as the Power of Siberia in 2012. 
Managed by Gazprom, Russia’s major 
gas company, the Power of Siberia 
pipeline is designed to transport natu- 
ral gas from the Kovykta and Chayanda 
fields in Yakutia, Russia, to Heihe in 
China. From there, the gas will con- 
tinue through the Heihe-Shanghai 
pipeline, operated by the China Na- 
tional Petroleum Corporation. The 


agreement also involves a second 
Power of Siberia pipeline. 

During Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev’s 2019 visit to Mongolia, the 
launch of the Power of Siberia 2 
pipeline, previously known as the Altai 
pipeline, was announced. A memoran- 
dum of understanding between Mon- 
golia and Gazprom was signed to as- 
sess the pipeline’s feasibility. By the 
summer of 2020, Gazprom began the 
design and surveying for Power of 
Siberia 2 (POS-2). 

In January 2022, the feasibility study 
was completed, and the initial pipeline 
route, including an entry point into 
Mongolia, was revealed. Mongolian re- 
gional authorities were tasked with 
overseeing the construction work. In 
July 2022, Mongolian Prime Minister L 
Oyun-Erdene projected that the con- 
struction of the Soyuz Vostok pipeline 
could start in 2024. Despite Mongolia’s 
enthusiasm, the pipeline’s exclusion 
from the national action plan has raised 
concerns in Russia. 

Initially, Power of Siberia 2 did not 
include provisions for supplying to 
Mongolian domestic consumers, but 
during the visit, President Putin ex- 
pressed openness to providing natural 


The Mongolian section of 
the Power of Siberia-2 
pipeline is pivotal in the 
transhipment of 50 billion 
cubic metres of gas from 
Russia to China 


gas to Mongolia and supporting the 
country’s gasification efforts. At the 
Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivos- 
tok in the same week, Igor Kobzev, the 
governor of Irkutsk, stated that the 
project was undergoing an environ- 
mental assessment. Putin’s visit to 
Mongolia and the agreements signed 
dispel the narrative of the POS-2 
pipeline stalling. However, with no 
conclusive agreement between Russia 
and China on modalities such as gas 
pricing, sharing of construction costs 
and other issues, the construction of 
the pipeline could be delayed. 


Win-Win 
Putin’s visit to Mongolia is a win-win 
for Moscow and Ulan Bator. For 
Moscow, the shrinking of markets due 
to sanctions imposed on Russia has led 
to anew market emerging in Mongolia. 
For Mongolia, Russian investments and 
increasing cooperation between the 
two nations create a more competitive 
market in Mongolia and reduce its de- 
pendence on Chinese exports. 

he Belt and Road initiative has been 
crucial for Mongolia as it aims to boost 
connectivity, bringing Ulan Bator out 
of relative isolation. This increasing in- 
teraction between China and Mongolia 
has increased fears of a total Chinese 
monopoly in Mongolia; thus, the Russ- 
ian outreach is welcome. Putin’s visit to 
Mongolia possibly dispelled the narra- 
tives of the power of the Siberia-2 
pipeline being de-railed and set 
grounds for enhanced Russia-Mongolia 
cooperation. 


(The author is Research Assistant 
at Observer Research Foundation) 


Task ahead 


Letters to the 


Strong message 


Ed itor The Supreme Court’s strong message — “Keep gods out of politics” to Tamil Nadu will go to the polls in 2026. Today, hotspot 
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu is a big slap on his face. The mes- the State has earned a good ranking on the 
sage to the AP CM also applies to the PM and others holding constitu- planning and development index thanks to the 
Anti-people tional positions. The real devotees and the people of AP must be ap- leadership of MK Stalin, the Chief Minister. The m BBC 


preaciated for understanding the reality that Tirupati laddu is being 
used for politics with a rejected ghee report. 
N NAGARAJAN,, Secunderabad 


NEET 


The demand to stop NEET is 
unfair. If a transparent exam 
like NEET is stopped, medical 
education will again become 
a game of money. This de- 
mand is being raised by the 
class which has been in- 
volved in buying medical 
seats through corrupt 
means. Neet has stopped 
corruption by providing 
equal opportunities to stu- 
dents. The exam has brought 


Tatas plan to go for a project in TN which would 
manufacture cars of the future, besides provid- 
ing many jobs. Stalin has done well to upgrade 
his son Udhayanidhi and make him the Deputy 
Chief Minister with additional portfolios of De- 
velopment and Planning besides Youth Affairs 
and Sports. The opposition will call this a dynas- 
tic raj ina democracy — the DMK has been one 
such where power has been transferred from 
father to son. One expects Udhayanidhi to fulfil 
his father’s wish to promote and expand the 
party’s fortunes. Udhayanidhi, a strong sup- 
porter of Periyar and his grandfather, will have 
to fight the battles concerning the issue of 
Sanatan Dharma in the courts. The re-arranged 
Cabinet must work in unison to further promote 
the best economy, social harmony and a 
cleaner political system. The DMK must remain 
united under the present dispensation. Any 


Iconic tramcars set to ride into Kolkata sunset 


Last week, authorities in the Indian city of Kolkata announced plans to eliminate 
trams entirely, retaining only a small heritage loop. In response, a group of ac- 
tivists is fighting to ensure that trams remain a vital mode of transport rather 
than mere nostalgic joyrides. 


It is deplorable that the Con- 
gress government in Telan- 
gana had gone astray from 
its pro-people ideology and 
is strangely emulating the 
BJP’s bulldozer/demolition 
culture and terrorising the 
people in the State. The High 
Court’s admonition of the 
Revanth government over 
HYDRAA demolitions is an 
eye-opener to the arrogant 
State government. At least 
from now, the government 
must act in accordance with 
the law and compensate the 
families who suffered huge 
losses in demolitions in the 


An irony 


What an irony it is. The case initiated 
by the DMK against Minister Senthil 
Balaji while he was in the AAADMK 
camp has been set off now by voicing 
in favour of him and celebrating his 
release on bail. This is politics. Law 
took the backseat and politics eyes 
only on power and is never decided 
on moral grounds. It’s unfortunate 
that in our system there is no perma- 
nent foe or friend. The law is helpless 
by knowing well there are loopholes 
in it by which all are becoming clean 


@ Dhaka Tribune 


Is there a thaw in India’s ties with BNP? 


There has long been a perception that the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
has a strained relationship with India. Some BNP leaders even called for move- 
ments to boycott Indian products at various times. However, this strain seems to 
have eased significantly now. 


@ The Straits Times 


Water damage at Taj Mahal sparks concerns 


capital city. and innocent at the end of the day. transparency to education. bickering will be suicidal. There are two kinds of people, former US president Bill Clinton is said to have 
PH HEMA SAGAR, AP THIRUVADI, SANDEEP KUMAR, PARTHASARATHY SEN, once remarked: Those who have seen the Taj Mahal and love it, and those who 
Secunderabad Chennai Madhupur (Jharkhand) New Delhi have not seen the iconic monument and yet love it. Such is the charm of the 17th- 


century white marble mausoleum in Agra. 
Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com 
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Militant shot 
dead 

V 


Unidentified men shot 
dead a self-styled town 
commander of a pro- 
scribed militant outfit 
near Leishang village in 
Manipur’s Churachand- 
pur district, police said 
on Wednesday. The de- 
ceased, a member of 
the United Kuki Na- 
tional Army, was iden- 
tified as Seikhohao 
Haokip, a resident of 
Kaprang village in the 
southern district of the 
State. Police said the 
incident occurred 
around 1.5 km from 
Torbung Bungalow in 
Churachandpur at 12:15 
am on Tuesday. 


VIJAYAWADA 
AP scraps 


garbage tax 
V 


AP Chief Minister Chan- 
drababu Naidu an- 
nounced the scrapping 
of garbage collection 
charges in the State. He 
made an announce- 
ment at ‘Swacchata Hi 
Seva’ programme or- 
ganised on Gandhi 
Jayanti. He said the pre- 
vious YSRC government 
had imposed ‘garbage 
tax’ on people. Charges 
were being levied for 
garbage collection from 
households and heaps 
of garbage were left un- 
cleared in front of those 
houses who were not 
paying it. 


News from 


NATION 


India calls for restraint 


Advices Indians to avoid all non-essential travel to Iran 


India, US to strengthen ties 


IANS 


NEW DELHI 


India on Wednesday called 
for “restraint by all con- 
cerned” while reiterating 
that it remains “deeply con- 
cerned” at the escalation of 
security situation in West 
Asia. “We are deeply con- 
cerned at the escalation of 
security situation in West 
Asia and reiterate our call 
for restraint by 


Earlier in the day, the Min- 
istry of External Affairs 
(MEA) issued a travel advi- 
sory for Indian citizens, ad- 
vising them to avoid all non- 
essential travel to Iran due to 
the current crisis. “We are 
closely monitoring the re- 
cent escalation in the secu- 
rity situation in the region,” 
the MEA travel advisory said 
adding that “Indian nationals 
are advised to avoid all non- 

essential travel to 


all concerned Iran”. 
and protection of The MEA also 
civilians,” read a MEA also urged Indians cur- 
statement issued rently residing in 
by the Ministry urged Iran to remain vig- 
of External Af- Indians ilant and stay in 
fairs (MEA) on residing in contact with the 
Wednesday, fol- Iran to Indian Embassy in 
lowing Iran’s at- remain Tehran. The 
tack on Israel on ae travel advisory 
Tuesday night. boreal a was issued after 
The statement, Stay in Iran fired a bar- 
contact 


however, did not 
mention name of 
any country but 
expressed con- 
cern at the esca- 
lating situation 
across the Mid- 
dle East. “It is important that 
the conflict doesn’t take a 
wider regional dimension 
and we urge that all issues 
be addressed through dia- 
logue and diplomacy,” it 
added. 

Last week, External Af- 
fairs Minister (EAM) S Jais- 
hankar had held discussions 
with the Iranian Foreign 
Minister Seyed Abbas 
Araghch on the current 
geopolitical scenario in the 
region during the BRICS 
meeting held on the side- 
lines of the UNGA in New 
York. 


with Indian 
Embassy in 
Tehran 


rage of around 
200 missiles at Is- 
rael on Tuesday 
night. 

Tehran, mean- 
while, said that it 
had targetted the 
“military and security estab- 
lishments” in Israel during 
the attacks on Tuesday 
night. “This action was in de- 
fence of the interests and cit- 
izens of Iran. Let Netanyahu 
know that Iran is not a bel- 
ligerent, but it stands firmly 
against any threat. This is 
only a corner of our power. 
Do not enter into a conflict 
with Iran,” warned Iranian 
President Masoud 
Pezeshkian after the missile 
attack. With Israel also vow- 
ing to retaliate, situation is 
expected to turn extremely 
tense in the region. 


HONOURING THE DEPARTED 


WASHINGTON: External Af- 
fairs Minister S Jaishankar 
met his US counterpart 
Antony Blinken here and 
held discussions covering 
deepening bilateral cooper- 
ation, the situation in West 
Asia, recent developments 
in the Indian sub-continent, 
the Indo-Pacific and 
Ukraine. Jaishankar met 
Blinken on Tuesday at the 
Foggy Bottom headquarters 
of the US State Department. 
“Delighted to hold talks 
with @SecBlinken today in 
Washington DC. We fol- 
lowed up on the Delaware 
bilateral and Quad meet- 
ings. Our discussions also 
covered deepening bilateral 
cooperation, situation in 
West Asia, recent develop- 
ments in the Indian subcon- 
tinent, the Indo-Pacific and 
Ukraine,” Jaishankar said in 
a post on X.The Minister 
was referring to Prime Min- 


i j 


m= amid tensions in W Asia 


External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, in Washington DC. — Photo: PTI 


ister Narendra Modi’s re- 
cent bilateral meeting with 
US President Joe Biden. 
The US President hosted 
Modi at his Delaware resi- 
dence for a bilateral meet- 


ing on September 21. They 
were later joined by leaders 
from Australia and Japan 
for the Quad Leaders’ Sum- 
mit in Wilmington, 
Delaware. pti 


Doval meets French Foreign Minister 


PARIS: National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval on 
Wednesday met with 
French Foreign Minister 
Jean-Noel Barrot here and 
shared perspectives on the 
wars in Europe and West 
Asia. “NSA Ajit Doval con- 
cluded his visit with a 
meeting with French For- 
eign Minister Jean-Noél 
Barrot @jnbarrot. Shared 
perspectives on the wars in 
Europe and the Middle 


NEW DELHI 


Political strategist Prashant 
Kishor launched his new po- 
litical party, Jan Suraaj 
party, on Wednesday with 
‘humanity’ as the ‘main ide- 
ology’ and quality education 
as the ‘supreme goal’. Ad- 
dressing a large gathering, 
he noted that people had 
been curious about when 
his Jan Suraaj’ campaign 
would officially form a polit- 
ical party. With the Election 
Commission’s recognition 
of Jan Suraaj as an official 
party, he took the opportu- 
nity to present his vision for 
Bihar’s future. 

Prashant Kishor said, 
“This party is a collective 
movement, representing all 
communities - Dalits, back- 
ward classes, Hindus, and 
Muslims.” He claimed that 
the gathering signifies the 
commitment of people from 
every background to de- 
velop a state that had been 
neglected by traditional po- 


oO 


Prashant Kishor launches party 
with ‘humanity first’ ideology 


Prashant Kishor with supporters during the launch of his new 
party as Jan Suraaj Party in Patna, on Wednesday. — Photo: PTI 


litical forces. “People gath- 
ered here are focused on 
restoring the historic pride 
of Bihar,” he added. 

He addressed a key ques- 
tion on the party’s ideology, 
stating that “humanity” will 
be the core principle, draw- 
ing inspiration from Ma- 
hatma Gandhi, Ra- 
bindranath Tagore, and BR 
Ambedkar. ‘Humanity First’ 
is Jan Suraaj’s guiding phi- 
losophy,” he said. 


Prashant Kishor also em- 
phasised that the goal is to 
see Bihar so developed that 
people from States like 
Haryana and Gujarat come 
to Bihar seeking employ- 
ment. 

He also questioned the 
current State of Bihar’s lead- 
ership, saying, “What is the 
way forward? Leaders come 
here and demean each other 
without any blueprint for 
Bihar’s development.” ans 


26 iPhone 16 
Pro Max seized 
from woman at 
Delhi airport 


As many as 26 newly- 
launched iPhone 16 Pro 
Max devices concealed in- 
side a vanity bag of a 
woman passenger have 
been seized by Customs 
authorities at the interna- 
tional airport here. 

The passenger, in late 
thirties, was intercepted 
after her arrival from Hong 
Kong on Tuesday, accord- 
ing to a statement issued by 
the Customs department 
on Wednesday. 

While the woman has 
not been arrested, an in- 
vestigation is underway to 
determine whether this in- 
cident is isolated or part of 
a larger smuggling syndi- 
cate dealing in high-end 
electronic goods. 

The Customs depart- 
ment pegged the total tariff 
value of the seized iPhones 
at approximately Rs 
30,66,328. pri 


East,” Indian Embassy in 
France said in a post on X. 

Doval last month visited 
Russia, where he met Pres- 
ident Vladimir Putin on the 
margins of a conclave of 
national security advisors 
of the BRICS nations in St 
Petersburg. His visit to 
Russia came two-and-a- 
half weeks after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
paid a high-profile trip to 
Ukraine. 


On tensions in West 
Asia, India has called for re- 
straint by all sides and said 
the conflict must not take a 
wider regional dimension. 
On Tuesday, Doval called 
on French President Em- 
manuel Macron, who 
stressed the value of India- 
France efforts to advance 
peace and address global 
challenges and appreciated 
Prime Minister Modi’s ini- 
tiatives. pri 


Maoists adopt new 
attack strategies 


NEW DELHI 


Diwali crackers and incense 
sticks are the new impro- 
vised tools used by Maoists 
to attack security forces’ 
camps in remote areas in 
various Left wing extrem- 
ism-affected regions of the 
country, according to offi- 
cial sources. 

This unique modus 
operandi of using incense 
sticks to burst crackers and 
“divert attention” of the 
camp troops to launch a 
swift rocket and gun fire at- 
tack was prominently no- 
ticed around the Pusuguppa 
camp of the Central Re- 
serve Police Force (CRPF) 
in Kothagudem district of 
Telangana on September 25, 
the sources said. A senior 
officer undertaking anti- 
Naxal operations said, on 
that day around 6.30 pm as 
darkness started descend- 


ing, the troops at the camp 
along the Telangana-Chhat- 
tisgarh border were alerted 
with sounds of blasts and 
subsequent emanating 
smoke just about 200 m 
from boundary of their base. 

As the CRPF personnel 
took positions thinking it to 
be an attack by Naxals in the 
thickly forested area, soon 
the air was filled by staccato 
of gunfire and blasts by im- 
provised rockets or barrel 
grenade launchers (BGLs) 
from the hiding Maoist 
groups, the officer said. 

The troops undertook re- 
taliatory fire using their 
INSAS and AK series as- 
sault rifles even as a few 
bombs and grenades were 
launched. The sounds and 
firing continued for about 
45 minutes after which it 
was ascertained by the 
troops that the Naxals re- 
treated. pri 


Gold remarks row: 
CPI-M backs Vijayan 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 


Amid the ongoing contro- 
versy over Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan’s 
purported remarks on the 
“entry of gold and hawala 
money” into the State’s Ma- 
lappuram district in an in- 
terview, his claims of being 
misquoted, and the role of a 
PR agency, his CPI-M 
swung to his defence. 
Leading from front was 
the State Tourism Minister 
and the Chief Minister’s 
son-in-law PA Mohammed 
Riyas, who said this is noth- 
ing new for a Communist 
leader like Vijayan who has 
always been “a target of the 
media”. “Vijayan is being 
mercilessly attacked by the 
media just because he is the 


head of the Left movement 
and this is nothing new to 
him or the party. A politi- 
cian like Vijayan doesn’t 
need any PR. Whatever the 
media tries to play it up, we 
will be giving replies and 
none can cow down him or 
Left,” he said. 

It was on Sept 30 that the 
interview with Vijayan done 
in New Delhi appeared in 
the national daily and what 
landed Vijayan in trouble 
was his purported mention 
that 150 kg of gold and 
hawala money worth Rs 123 
crore were seized by the po- 
lice in last five years from 
Malappuram district. “This 
money is entering Kerala 
through anti-national activ- 
ities,” the Chief Minister re- 
portedly said. ians 


Pawan renounces Il-day penance 


Daughter Palina Konidela gives declaration at Tirumala 


TIRUPATI 


Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Kalyan on Wednesday vis- 
ited the Tirumala temple 
here and renounced his l- 
day penance (Prayaschitta 
Deekhsa), which he under- 
took to atone for the alleged 
sins of the previous YSRCP 
government at hill shrine. 

The Deputy Chief Minis- 
ter was accompanied by his 
daughters Aadhya Konidela 
and Palina Anjani Konidela. 
“Deputy Chief Minister 
Pawan Kalyan who under- 
took an ll-day penance for 
the protection of Sanatana 
Dharma (Hinduism) visited 
Sri Venkateswara Swamy on 
Wednesday and renounced 
his penance,” said an official 
press release. 

During his visit, the 
Deputy Chief Minister car- 
ried ‘Varahi Declaration’ 
book with him to the deity, 
the contents of which he 
will reveal in a meeting in 
Tirupati on Thursday. 
“Deputy Chief Minister and 
Janasena president Pawan 
Kalyan had Tirumala Srivari 


C= 


Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan with daughters Aadhya Konidela and Palina 
Anjani Konidela as she signs a declaration at Tirumala temple, on Wednesday. 


(deity) darshanam (visit) 
today. Pawan Kalyan took 
Varahi Declaration book 
along with him,” said a 
Janasena press release. 
Currently, Kalyan is ona 
three-day visit to the temple. 
Before visiting the temple, 
Kalyan’s youngest daughter, 
Palina Anjani Konidela, 


gave a declaration at Tiru- 
mala temple that she has 
faith in Lord Venkateswara. 
Palina Anjani Konidela is re- 
portedly a non-Hindu and 
TTD - the official custodian 
of Sri Venkateswara temple 
in Tirupati - rules mandate 
that non-Hindus have to de- 
clare their faith in the deity 


before making a visit to the 
temple. The declaration as- 
sumes significance as BJP 
leaders and several Hindu 
outfits had demanded that 
YSRCP chief YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy, a Christian, 
has to issue a similar decla- 
ration before his recent can- 
celled visit to the temple. pri 


‘Love Jihad’ major threat to nation: UP court 


BAREILLY 


he objective of 
“love jihad” is to es- 
tablish dominance 


by certain anti-social ele- 
ments of a particular reli- 
gion against India through 
demographic warfare and 
international conspiracy, a 
local court here has ob- 
served. 

Additional District 
Judge (Fast Track Court) 
Ravi Kumar Diwakar said 
Hindu girls are being 
lured into “love” for the 
sake of illegal conversions 
and create conditions sim- 
ilar to those in Pakistan 
and Bangladesh in India. 

Diwakar said that illegal 


conversions pose a signifi- 
cant threat to the coun- 
try’s unity, integrity, and 
sovereignty as he heard a 
case involving marriage 
under false identities, rela- 
tionships, and abortion on 
Monday. 

The judge made the re- 
marks while sentencing 
25-year-old Mohammad 
Alim to life imprisonment, 
convicting him for raping 
and threatening a student 
after falsifying his identity. 
His 65-year-old father too 
was sentenced to a two- 
year jail term for aiding 
the man in the crimes. The 
complainant in the matter 
was a 20-year-old woman 
who was pursuing a com- 


puter course in the city. 
There is “a conspiracy to 
create conditions similar 
to those in Pakistan and 
Bangladesh,” Judge Di- 
wakar warned. Alim, a na- 
tive of Jadaunpur village of 
the Devarnia area, had de- 
ceived the woman by pos- 
ing as ‘Anand’. 

The court also ordered 
that copies of the ruling be 
sent to the Chief Secretary 
and the Director General 
of Police. The court said 
that conversions are being 
conducted through psy- 
chological pressure and 
inducements such as mar- 
riage and jobs, and also ex- 
pressed concerns about 
potential foreign funding. 


If the issue is not ad- 
dressed in time, it could 
lead to severe conse- 
quences, it observed. 

The court pointed out 
that the Uttar Pradesh 
government enacted the 
Uttar Pradesh Prohibition 
of Unlawful Religious 
Conversion Act, 2021, 
specifically to combat ille- 
gal conversions through 
“Love Jihad.” “The Consti- 
tution grants every indi- 
vidual the fundamental 
right to practice and prop- 
agate their religion, and 
this personal freedom can- 
not be compromised 
through illegal conver- 
sions facilitated by ‘Love 
Jihad’,” it noted. pr 
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CHANDIGARH 
Dera chief on 
20-day parole 


V 


Dera Sacha Sauda 
chief and rape convict 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh on Wednesday 
walked out of the 
Sunaria jail in 
Haryana’s Rohtak after 
he was granted a 20- 
day parole. During his 
temporary release pe- 
riod, Singh will stay at 
the Dera ashram in 
Barnawa in Uttar 
Pradesh's Baghpat. 

He got out of jail under 
tight security. pr 


PENH 

Job scam: 
67 rescued 
ee 


The Indian Embassy in 
Phnom Penh said it has 
rescued 67 Indian na- 
tionals from Cambo- 
dia’s Poipet, who had 
been lured into fraudu- 
lent job offers by fake 
agents involved in cy- 
bercrime. “The Em- 
bassy of India, Phnom 
Penh, has been ac- 
tively engaged in the 
rescue and repatriation 
of Indian nationals 
trapped by fraudulent 
job offers,” it said. ians 


News from 


NATION/BUSINESS 


West Asia war may 
comms Push logistics costs 


GTRI states that the conflict is already hurting India’s trade 
with countries like Israel, Jordan, and Lebanon 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


The escalation of conflict in 
the West Asian region is ex- 
pected to push already high 
logistics costs besides hurt- 
ing trade in sectors such as 
oil, electronics and agricul- 
ture, according to ex- 
porters. They said insur- 
ance costs for exports to the 
countries directly involved 
in the war could also go up, 
which would impact Indian 
exporters’ working capital. 
Think tank Global Trade 
Research Initiative (GTRI) 
stated that the conflict is al- 
ready hurting India’s trade 
with countries like Israel, 
Jordan, and Lebanon. The 
Federation of Indian Export 
Organisations (FIEO) said 
the Iran-Israel conflict has 
the potential to significantly 
impact world trade and the 
global economy in several 
ways. “Iran is a key player in 
the oil market. Any escala- 
tion in conflict could dis- 
rupt oil supplies, leading to 
higher prices, which would 
impact global economies, 
especially those reliant on 
oil imports. Oil prices have 
already moved up by $4 per 
barrel,” FIEO DG Ajay Sahai 
said. Expressing concerns, 
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Iran is a Key player in the oil 
market. Any escalation in conflict 


could disrupt oil supplies, leading 
to higher prices, which would impact 
global economies, especially those reliant 


on oil imports 


he said increased tensions 
could destabilise the Middle 
East, affecting trade routes 
such as the Strait of Hor- 
muz, through which a sig- 
nificant portion of the 
world’s oil passes. 

“Disruptions could lead 
to higher shipping costs and 
delays. Many global supply 
chains depend on the stabil- 
ity of the Middle East. Con- 
flict could disrupt trans- 
portation and _ logistics, 
affecting industries ranging 
from electronics to agricul- 
ture,” Sahai said. Further, if 
the Western world would 
put sanctions or trade re- 
strictions, it would compli- 
cate the global trade dy- 
namics, he said adding 
“Overall, the conflict could 
lead to increased volatility 
in global markets”. 

Hand Tool Association 
chairman SC Ralhan said 
orders to these countries 


— AJAY SAHAI, FIEO DG 


will be on hold and gradu- 
ally it will be “very risky and 
difficult” to do trade in this 
region. “Insurance costs 
will go up or even we may 
not get any insurance cover 
in that region,” Ralhan said. 
During January-July 2024, 
India’s trade with countries 
directly impacted by the 
conflict has faced signifi- 
cant challenges. 

“Exports to Israel 
dropped sharply by 63.5 per 
cent, Jordan saw a 38.5 per 
cent decline due to spillover 
effects, and Lebanon experi- 
enced a 6.8 per cent de- 
crease,” GTRI Founder aid. 
The Israel-Hamas war, has 
now extended to Lebanon, 
and Syria, and is indirectly 
impacting Jordan and Iran. 
Key regional players like 
Saudi Arabia, the UAE, 
Kuwait, and Qatar have far 
remained uninvolved in the 
conflict. India’s exports to 


Israel stood at $639 million 
during April-July this fiscal. 
It was $4.52 billion in 2023- 
24. Imports from Israel 
were $469.44 million during 
the first four months of this 
fiscal. It was $2 billion in 
2023-24. India’s exports to 
Iran stood at $538.57 million 
during April-July this fiscal. 
It was $1.22 billion in 2023- 
24. Imports from Iran were 
$140.69 million during the 
first four months of the fis- 
cal year. 

Similarly, the country’s 
exports to Jordan stood at 
$228.56 million during 
April-July this fiscal. It was 
$1.46 billion in 2023-24. Im- 
ports from Jordan were 
$699.28 million during the 
first four months of this fis- 
cal. It was $ 1.4 billion in 
2023-24. India’s exports to 
Lebanon stood at $ 116.86 
million during April-July 
this fiscal. It was $344.91 
million in 2023-24. 

Imports from that coun- 
try were $39 million during 
the first four months of this 
fiscal. It was $ 113 million in 
2023-24. India’s major items 
of exports to West Asian 
countries include basmati 
rice, man-made yarn, fab- 
rics, gems and jewellery, 
cotton yarn, and fabrics. 


India celebrates 10 years 
of Swachh Bharat mission 


Modi says the 
campaign has 
laid new path 
to prosperity 


NEW DELHI 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday hailed 
the Swachh Bharat Mission 
as the largest and most suc- 
cessful people’s movement 
of the 21st century, empha- 
sising its impact on public 
health and wellbeing. Ad- 
dressing an event to mark 10 
years of the mission, Modi 
said that mass participation 
has transformed the cam- 
paign into a new path to 
prosperity for India. 

“You all made the 
Swachh Bharat Mission a 
success,” the Prime Minis- 
ter said while noting that 
over 28 crore people partic- 
ipated in more than 27 lakh 
events organised in just 15 
days during the ‘Sewa 
Pakhwada’. He said Chief 
Ministers, Ministers, and 
other representatives 
played key roles in this na- 
tional effort and underlined 
that “continuous efforts can 
only lead to a clean India.” 
During the event, the Prime 
Minister inaugurated proj- 
ects worth around Rs 
10,000 crore under the 
Swachh Bharat and 
AMRUT 2.0 missions 
which include water and 
sewage treatment plants 
across several States. 
“When people talk about 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi taking part in a cleanliness drive 
at a school in New Delhi on Wednesday. — Photo: PTI 


2lst-century India even 
after 1,000 years, they will 
definitely remember the 
Swachh Bharat Mission,” 
Modi said, emphasising the 
lasting legacy of the cleanli- 
ness campaign. The Prime 
Minister also criticised pre- 
vious governments for ne- 
glecting basic sanitation. 
“They never considered 
dirt and lack of toilets as na- 
tional issues. It was like 
they made dirt a part of 
their lives,” he said. 

He said those who used 
Mahatma Gandhi for their 
political benefits and vote 
bank have now forgotten 
his subject of interest. He 
said that filth and lack of toi- 
lets were never considered 
as a national issue. As a re- 
sult, the PM said, there were 
no discussions about it in 
society and lack of cleanli- 
ness became a part of life. 
He also recalled facing crit- 
icism after raising this issue 
from the ramparts of the 


Red Fort. “The first job of a 
PM is to make the lives of 
the common man easy. I 
talked about toilets and san- 
itary pads, and today, we 
see the results,” he said. The 
Prime Minister highlighted 
that more than 60 per cent 
of the population was 
forced to defecate in the 
open a decade ago, which 
he called as an insult to Dal- 
its, backward classes and 
tribal communities, and a 
major source of inconven- 
ience for women. 

Modi noted the “suffer- 
ings of mothers, sisters and 
daughters due to the lack of 
toilets” and also pointed out 
the threats to their health 
and safety. He said that the 
filth caused by open defeca- 
tion had endangered the 
lives of children and was a 
major cause of child mortal- 
ity. He also cited studies 
and reports that underline 
the positive outcomes of the 
mission. pri 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Centre mulls 
‘made in India’ label 


NEW DELHI 


India’s EV sales surge 


NEW DELHI: In a boost for 
the EV adoption in the 
country, the total EV reg- 
istrations reached 1.59 
lakh units in September up 
from 1.29 lakh units. Ac- 


LOST 


1, IBRAHIM ABDUL KHALIQ S/o Mirza 
Waseem Ahmed R/o.Plot no-38/P, Upper- 
pally,Attapur, R.R Dist.,-48.Have lost My Title 
Deed Documents No: 701/2011, 1701/2008 


20 per cent compared 
with the same period last 
year. Electric two-wheeler 
sales were 0.90 lakh 
units, a rise from 0.64 
lakh units. ins 


cording to the govern- 
ment’s VAHAN data, EV 
registrations saw a signifi- 
cant 23 per cent increase. 
In the first half of this fis- 
cal, EV volumes increased 


1, S. SREENIVASA MOORTHY alias 
S. SRINIVASA MURTHY S/o. S Sin- 
gotham, R/o H no: 9-110/113/1/18/1, 
Gayatrinagar, Boduppal, Medipally- 


|, MAHIMA MAHENDRA SINGH, R/o. Flat 
No.2 C-062, Ridgewood Estate, DLF, Phase- 
4, DLF Galleria, Gurgaon- 122009, Changed 
My Name as MAHIMA DAS W/o. Saurav Das. 


ing to experts, quality con- 
sciousness is key to promot- 


Mandal, Medchal-Malkajgiri, Telangana. 
Have changed my name as SONNATHI 


SRINIVASA MURTHY for all purposes. 
(1T-11481] 


It is for general information that |, MOODA 
GOURINATHAM S/o Mooda Ramulu R/o Q.No: 3142, Type-3, 
ODF Estate, Yeddumailaram, Telangana-502205, declare that 
name of mine and my father has been wrongly written as 
Muda Gourinatham and Muda Ramuloo in my 10th class 
Certificate. The actual name of mine and my father is MOODA 


GOURINATHAM and MOODA RAMULU respectively. 
[1T-25916] 


Itis for general information that |, AKURATI RAMESH S/o 
Akurati Seshaiah R/o Qtr. No: 4278, Type-4, ODF Estate, 
Yeddumailaram, Telangana-502205, declare that name 
of mine and my father has been wrongly written as 
Akurathi Ramesh and Seshaiah in my 10th class Certifi- 
cate. The actual name of mine and my father is AKURATI 


RAMESH and AKURATI SESHAIAH respectively. 
[1T-25870] 


Il, BILQUS BANU W/o 
Mohammed Taher R/o. 19-4- 
27/8/3, B Blok 105, Memon 
Colony,Tadban Bahadurpura, 
Hyderabad Pin Code-500064 
Telangana Has Changed 


My Name is BILQIS BANU. 
[TT-8395] 


I, RAVI PANDIT S/O : Pandit 
Vithal Sanjeev R/O : Flat No 305, 
Krian, Towers, Brindavan Gar- 
dens, Kishan Guda Shamshabad 
PO, Cyberabad-Rangareddy, 
501218, Have Changed My 


Name RAVI VITHAL PANDIT. 
(1T-8395] 


1, MOHAMMED ASIF R/o.HNo.18-1- 410/35 
Phool Bagh Chandrayangutta Bandlaguda 
Hyd- 500005 TS Changed My Spouse 


name FATIMA Changed to SARA FATIMA. 
(1T-8394] 


1, PARVEEN W/o. ABDUL AIJAZ R/o.HNo. 
7-2-135, Ashok Colony , Sanath Nagar 
Hyderabad - -500018 T.S. Changed 


My Name to PARVEEN BEGUM. 
(1T-83941 


1, UPENDER PALLERLA R/o. 3-6-319, FNo. 
903, Namitha Everest Apts SBH Colony LB 
Nagar R.R.Dist 500074 TS. Changed My 
Name As UPENDER KUMAR PALLERLA 


S/o SATHYANARAYANA PALLERLA. 
(1T-8394] 


I, SWAPNA UPPALA R/o.HNo. 3-6-319, 
FNo.903, Namitha Everest Apts SBH Colony 
L. B Nagar R.R.Dist 500074 TS. Changed 
My Name As SWAPNA PALLERLA W/o. 


UPENDER KUMAR PALLERLA. 
(1T-8394] 


1, RAMESHWAR LAL BHATI BHATI 
R/o.H.No.2-3-380, Nallagutta, Sec'bad Hyd 
-500003, TS. Have Changed My Name as 


RAMESHWAR BHATI S/o. GANESH BHATI. 
[TT-8394] 


(TT-8394] 
|, BHOOMIKA HONAWAD R/o. H-905, Honer 
Vivantis, Tellapur Road, Gopanpally, Nalla- 
gandla, Serilingampally (M), K.V. Ran- 
gareddy (D), T.G 19, | have changed my 


name as BHOOMIKA LINGARAJ HONAWAD. 
[1T-8269] 


|, IMTIYAZ BEGUM W/o Mohd Ghiasuddin 
R/0:20-5-361/4 & 401,Near Salman Gym, 
Alkaf Tower, Qazipura, Hyderabad.Has 
Changed My Name as IMTIYAZ FATIMA. 


[TT-8395] 
LOST 
| am BALYAM HARIRAM, S/O Balyam Srisailam, 


R/o DMR Suryodaya Apartments, Flat No. 403, CE 
Colony, Bagh Amberpet, Hyderabad - 13 | have lost 
my original SSC long memo (HT No: 0902101779) 
and Intermediate memo (HT No 1127223754) 


while shifting house. contact no 9550397650. 
(1T-11581) 


Il, SYEDA YASMEEN NIKHAT W/o. 
MOHAMMED MOIZUDDIN Aadhar No.3168 
5364 2644 have lost my passport bearing 
No. P5272457 while shifting my home If 


any body found contact No. 6281781540. 
[1T-8395] 


I, NIRMAL KUMAR S/o. Erenezar Sreeni- 
vasam, R/O. 7-1-58, Fno. No: 5b/107, Divya 
Shakti Apts, Ameerpet, Hyd -500016, TS, 
While Travelling From My Residency Divya 
Shakti Apts, Ameerpet To Aadhaar Head Office 
Swarna Jayanthi Complex, Maitrivanam, | have 
Lost My Passport NO. S$038543, if 


anybody Found pls Contact - 9490166468. 
[TT-8395] 


I, MIR SHAKEEL ALI S/o LATE MIR MASOOD 
ALI, , R/o H.No:19-2-27/A/23/E, Jahanuma 
Phool Bagh Charminar, Hyd,T.S.-53.lost my 
Original Passport no: V9672287,while | 
was renovating the house. If Anyone 


found please cont 9866851316. 
[TT-8395] 


1, SARA SUMAIAH D/o MIR SHAKEEL ALI, 
R/o H.No: 19-3-301/114, Bibi Ka Chasma 
Jahanuma Charminar, Hyd,T.S.-53.lost 
my Original Passport No U9806232 while 
l.was renovating the house . If 


anyone found Pls Call:9866851316. 
[TT-8395] 


\e) 


Telangana Today 


= 8-2-603/1/78,9, 
Road No 10, Banjara Hills, 
Hyderabad - 34 


Email: 
t.todayadvt @gmail.com 


while Travelling From Attapur to Golconda on 


25/9/24. If Anyone Found Cont: 9000236882. 
[1T-8395] 


1, SRUTHI MATTA, D/o. MATTA SIVARAM PRASAD, 
R/o. 3-11-400/P-12, Rd No.01, Shiva Ganga Cly, 
L.B.Nagar, Hyd- 500074, | have Lost My Indian 
Passport No. 16141999, with Date of Issue: 06-08- 
2019 At HYD, While Shifting valuable items during 
my Wedding at L.B.Nagar, Hyd. If anyone happens 
to find it with enclosed in a pink passport cover or 


without, kindly please Contact - 9770449849, 
(1T-8394] 


CHANGE OF NAME 
|, JALDA SHIVA SWAMY S/o 
JALDA MANIKYAM Rio H.No:7-55, 
Patel road, Shadnagar, Farooqnagar'| 
Mandal, Ranga Reddy Dist T.G., 
hereby declare that | have changed 
my name from JALDA SHIVA\ 
KUMAR (old name) to JALDA| 
SHIVA SWAMY S/o JALDA 
MANIKYAM (new name). 


DOCUMENT LOST 


S/o. 

Rasool Qureshi, R/o. H.No. 

Rock 
Hills Colony, Khadar Bagh, 
Golconda, Hyderabad, T.S- 
500 008. Follows: |, have 
Lost My Sale Deed *Docu- 
ment No. *1724/1983* at 
Sub-Registrar R.O. Hyder- 
abad, while _ travelling 
Himayath Sagar to N.I.R.D. 
Road, Rajendranagar. If 
anyone found, Contact No: 


92463524418 


NOTICE 


eaders are advised 
appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 
Owner of Telangana Publi- 
cations Pvt. Ltd. Shall not be 
held responsible / liable 
for any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
found to be false. 


PUBLIC & COURT 
NOTICE & 
CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
9848077857 
9182777757 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

The general public is hereby 
informed that my client Sri Kallem 
Sudhakar Reddy, S/o. K.Venkat Reddy 
is the absolute owner of open land bear- 
ing Plot No. 146, admeasuring 236 Sq. 
Yards or its equivalent to 197 Sq. Meters 
forming part of the approved layout and 
named as “SAl SARVESWARANANDA\ 
COLONY-PHASE-II” in Survey No. 28 
situated at KOHEDA Village, Abdulla- 
purmet Revenue Mandal, Ranga Reddy 
District having purchased under the 
Registered Sale Deed document No. 
3002/2024, dated 25-04-2024 registered 
at the office of the Sub Registrar, Pedda 
Amberpet. 

My client has lost his link documents 
ie., Sale Deed No. 15157/1989, dated: 
10-11-1989 pertaining to the said plot 
having purchased from Kandukuri Siva 
Reddy and Others Rep. by their GPA 
Holder G.Nagamani Babu while moving 
on his bike carrying the documents from 
Koheda to Vanasthalipuram. In this 
connection, | request the general public 
that, in case if anyone finds the above 
said original document, kindly return the 
same to my client either at its address 
mentioned above or at my office. 

K.KOMAL KUMAR, Advocate 

3-3-261, Masjeed Lane, 
RTC Colony, LB Nagar, 
Hyderabad-500 074, 
Cell: 9177685689. 
Dated: 01-10-2024, Place: Hyderabad. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The Public in general are hereby 
notified that my clients have 
agreed to purchase of NON 
AGRICULTURE Lands lying and 
forming part of Sy. 
No.744e)5°/e9/2 Ac 0001 Gts., Sy. 
No.744/<0/2 - Ac 00 04 Gts., Sy. 
No.744e)5°/e9/1/2-Ac 00-05 Gts., 
Sy. No.744e5°/e9/1/1/2 - Ac 00 - 
10 Gts., Sy. No.744e25°/¢e9/1/1/1/2 
Ac 0002 Gts., Sy. No.744.)/2 - Ac 
00-06 Gts., Sy. No.744.)/1/2 - Ac 
00-08 Gts., & Sy. No.744.)/1/1/2 - 
Ac 00-04 Gts., totally admeasuring 
Ac 01 00 Gts., situated at KOHEDA 
Village, ABDULLAPURMET 
Mandal, RANGA REDDY District, 
T.G., and bounded by NORTH: 30' 
Wide Road, SOUTH: Land in Sy. 
No.744 Part belongs to Mahipal 
Reddy & others, EAST: Land in Sy. 
No.744 Part belongs to M. 
Narsimha Goud & others, & WEST: 
Open land of Sri Latha, from B. 
Sridhar Reddy S/o Late B. Ram 
Reddy & 5 others, all R/o 
Hyderabad, T.G., and concluded 
the terms of sale. 

If any person/s having any right, 
claim or objection in the SAID 
LANDS shall approach the 
undersigned with all original 
supporting documents WITHIN 
Five (5) DAYS, failing which the 
said transaction will be completed 
and no claim or objection of any 
kind thereafter will be entertained. 


DINESH MUNDADA 
Advocate 
Office : Office No. 4, M. No. 5-8-352/4, 
First Floor, Raghava Ratna Towers, 
Chirag Ali Lane, Abids, Hyderabad-01. 
M : 9849363005 


Log on for more Local 
and Global news 
www.telanganatoday.com 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The general public is hereby 
informed that my client Mr. Budho 
Malik, S/o. Mr. Shamshar Malik, 
R/o. 21-6-856, Mehndi Mahboob, 
Charminar, Hyderabad, Telangana- 
500002, has entered into agreement 
of sale for a property from its regis- 
tered owner Mohammed Yakub, 
S/o. Late Mohammed Yousuf, R/o. 
21-4-895, Gulab Singh Bowli, Petia 
Burj, Bahadurpura, Hyderabad, 
Telangana-500064. 

That my client intends to purchase 
the below mentioned schedule prop- 
erty from the said owner, if anyone 
having any objection, claim, interest, 
dispute for the said schedule proper- 
ty, then they may contact my office 
within seven (7) days from the date of 
this publication with documentary 
proof/evidence claiming for the same. 


Post completion of the said seven (7) 
days, my client will proceed with the 
said transaction and later on no 
claims/objections will be entertained. 


SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY 
ALL THAT property situated in the 
premises of 21-6-209, admeasuring 
128 Sq. yards, equivalent to 83.61 
Sq. meters, consisting of ground+2 
floors, Babri Alawa, Ghansi Bazar, 
Hyderabad, Telangana. 

Sd/- Adv. AASHIR KHAN 
LLM (USA) 
Principal Attorney at 

Law Office of AK & Associates 
Apt No.102, Sri Venkata Ramana 
Apartment, Adj. to CMR Jewellers, 
Somajiguda, Hyderabad, T.S-82. 

Ph: 9381332571 
Date:02-10-2024 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


The General Public is hereby informed 
that my client M/s. SIRI TECHNO- 
CRAT'S, Represented by its Proprietor 
Mrs. Jaya Kommaraju has purchased 
Plot No. 56, at Sy. No. 342, Road No. 5, 
TGIIC-IALA-ALEAP Industrial Estate, 
Gajularamaram, Hyderabad, purchased 
from THE ASSOCIATION OF LADY 
ENTERPRENUERS OF ANDHRA 
PRADESH (ALEAP), Represented by its 
President Mrs. K. Ramadevi vide 
Registered Sale Deed Document No. 
8108/2004, registered before SRO, 
Medchal on 20-05-2004. 

My client has lost the Original Sale Deed 
Document No. 8108/2004, while my client 
travelling from TGIIC-IALA OFFICE, 
JEEDIMETLA to M/s. Siri Techonocrat's 
office at Plot No. 56 at Sy. No. 342, Road 
No. 5, TGIIC-IALA-ALEAP Industrial 
Estate, Gajularamaram, Hyderabad on 
24-09-2024, which is in the limits of SRO, 
Quthbullapur and PS - Jeedimetla. 

If anyone finds the Original Documents 
of the schedule property please contact 
us. 

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY 
Plot No. 56, admeasuring to an extent of 
812.59 Sq.Mts., or 972 Sq. Yds along with 
constructed RCC Building at Sy. No. 342, 

5, TGIIC-IALA-ALEAP 
Industrial Estate, Gajularamaram, 
Hyderabad, and bounded by: EAST: 
Neighbor's Land, WEST:.Plot Nos. 54 & 
55,NORTH:Plot No. 52,SOUTH:18 M 
Road No. 5. 


Sd/- 
P.MOHANA KRISHNA, M.A. LL.M, 
ADVOCATE 
# LIG - 208, ROAD No.2, KPHB COLONY, 
HYD -500 072. Ph: 9985586958 / 8096669657 


Reliance to 
build 1,270 
MW projects 
in Bhutan 


NEW DELHI 


Anil Ambani-led Re- 
liance Group an- 
nounced its foray 
into Bhutan and said 
it will set up 1,270- 
MW solar and hy- 
droelectric projects 
in the Himalayan 
Kingdom. It “entered 
into a strategic part- 
nership with Druk 
Holding and Invest- 
ments Ltd to under- 
take initiatives aimed 
at bolstering invest- 
ment in renewable 
and green energy 
landscape,” it said. pri 


The Centre is discussing a 
proposal to formulate a 
scheme for the ‘made in 
India’ label with a view to 
promoting the brand India 
in the global markets, an of- 
ficial said. The official said 
that a high-level committee 
is examining the details of 
the scheme. 

The objective is to create 
a strong brand identity for 
India, similar to how ‘made 
in Japan’ or ‘made in 
Switzerland’ evokes spe- 
cific images and qualities. 
“That we want for India 
also,” the official said, 
adding for instance, “When 
we think of Switzerland, we 
often think of their watches, 
chocolates, and banking 
systems. We are having dis- 
cussions on how we can do 
that. Do we make this 
scheme for specific sectors 
like textiles, where we have 
strength in that? So we are 
looking into such things,” 
the official added. Accord- 


ing Brand India. The gov- 
ernment at present has the 
India Brand Equity Founda- 
tion to promote and create 
awareness about the ‘made 
in India’ label in overseas 
markets and to facilitate the 
dissemination of knowledge 
of Indian products. 

Think tank Global Trade 
Research Initiative sug- 
gested India’s branding 
strategy should focus on 
three pillars — brand high- 
quality products; improve 
product quality for less than 
best products, do not focus 
on branding; and actions to 
improve product quality. 

“India can take several ac- 
tions to naturally improve its 
branding. Consistent prod- 
uct quality and reliability 
should be a priority. For in- 
stance, the Indian pharma- 
ceutical industry has gained 
global trust through its pro- 
duction of high-quality 
drugs,” the GTRI founder 
said. pti 


2 Navy women set on world sail 


NEW DELHI 


wo women offi- 
cers of the Indian 
Navy — Lt. Cdr 


Roopa A. and Lt. Cdr 
Dilna K. — on Wednes- 
day embarked from Goa 
on a challenging mis- 
sion to circumnavigate 
the globe in over eight 
months. 

The ‘Navika Sagar 
Parikrama’ expedition 
was flagged off from the 
Naval Ocean Sailing 
Node, INS Mandovi 
near Panaji, as both the 
officers sailed on the In- 
dian Naval Sailing Ves- 
sel (INSV) ‘Tarini’. 
Chief of Naval Staff 
(CNS) Admiral Dinesh 
Kumar Tripathi said, 
“At a time when our na- 
tion is once again taking 
to the seas on its trans- 
formational journey to 
be ‘Viksit Bharat’, this 
edition of Navika Sagar 
Parikrama embodies the 
indomitable spirit of a 
‘Sashakt’ and ‘Saksham’ 
India.” 

The women officers 
are on the Navy’s Tarini 
boat for the Sagar 


= 


Indian Navy women officers Lt Cdr Roopa A and Lt Cdr 


Lc 


Dilna K embarked from Goa to circumnavigate the globe. 


Parikrama mission. It 
will take eight months 
to complete the journey 
and they will return by 
May 2025. They will 
cover around 40,000 km 
during this journey. Ad- 
miral Dinesh Kumar 
Tripathi complimented 
the C-in-C South for se- 
lecting such an apt date, 
October 2, which is Ma- 
hatma Gandhi’s birth 
anniversary. 

“And, this challenging 
endeavour is a fitting 
tribute to the Father of 
our Nation, whose life 
exemplified resilience, 
perseverance and unwa- 
vering commitment 
built on self-belief and 
self-sufficiency, he said. 


The CNS said, “As the 
daring duo of Roopa and 
Dilna embark on this 
formidable journey, I 
am sure they will em- 
body these very quali- 
ties that Gandhiji repre- 
sented, and return 
triumphant from their 
Parikrama across the 
seas.” The Naval Chief 
said, “Parikrama or cir- 
cumambulation, in In- 
dian tradition reflects 
the symbolic expression 
of devotion or rever- 
ence. Indian Navy’s 
Sagar Parikrama cir- 
cumnavigation voyages 
are a timeless tribute to 
Lord Varuna and the 
seas we sail and operate 
on!” he added. ians 
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Flash floods 
kill 13 


V 


At least 13 people have 
been killed and 16 oth- 
ers were injured due to 
a fresh round of heavy 
rains and flash floods 
across Afghanistan re- 
cently, an official from 
the country’s national 
disaster authority said. 
Heavy rains triggered 
flash floods in the 
vicinities of Ghazni, 
Laghman, Nangarhar, 
Farah, Paktia, Badghis, 
Herat and Daykundi 
provinces over the past 
10 days, Xinhua news 
agency reported. ans 


alt 5% 


ISLAMABAD 


26th polio 
case in Pak 
WZ 


Pakistan has reported 
26 polio cases this year 
with two fresh cases of 
the crippling disease 
being detected in the 
Sindh province. The lat- 
est cases were con- 
firmed in the Karachi 
East and Sujawal dis- 
tricts of the province, 
jolting the country’s 
efforts to eradicate the 
poliovirus. Prime Minis- 
ter’s Focal Person for 
Polio Eradication 
Ayesha Raza Farooq 
termed the new cases 
as “heartbreaking”. pt! 


VLADIVOSTOK 
Killer whale 
dead 

W 


A group of killer whales 
was stranded in an 
estuary in Russia’s Far 
East territory of Kam- 
chatka due to alow 
tide, resulting in the 
death of one whale, 
local authorities said. 
“The killer whales are 
trapped in the estuary 
near Ustyevo village, 
and according to video 
footage, one has died. 
The low tide is prevent- 
ing us from getting 
closer,” said Rusian 
Minister Sergei 
Lebedev. 1ans 


KAOHSIUNG 


Typhoon 
nears Taiwan 
ea 


An approaching ty- 
phoon bringing strong 
winds and torrential 
rainfall to Taiwan killed 
one person and injured 
dozens of others over 
the past few days and 
led to the evacuation of 
thousands from low- 
lying or mountainous 
areas. At least 70 peo- 
ple were injured and 
one death died due to 
weather conditions at- 
tributed to Typhoon 
Krathon, Taiwan’s fire 
department said. ae 


News from 


WORLD 


No entry for UN chief: Israel 


Foreign Minister slams Guterres for failing to act against terror organisations amid raging Mideast conflict 


IANS 


TEL AVIV 


Israel on Wednesday de- 
clared UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Antonio Guterres per- 
sona non grata and banned 
him from entering the coun- 
try for his failure to “un- 
equivocally condemn” 
Iran’s missile attack. 

“T have declared UN Sec- 
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres persona non grata 
in Israel and banned him 
from entering the country. 
Anyone who cannot un- 
equivocally condemn Iran’s 
heinous attack on Israel, as 
almost every country in the 
world has done, does not de- 
serve to step foot on Israeli 
soil,” announced Israeli For- 
eign Affairs Minister Israel 
Katz on Wednesday. 

With the first anniversary 
of the 2023 Hamas attack on 
Israel just a few days away, 
Katz slammed the United 
Nations chief for failing to 
act against the terror organ- 
isations. 

“This is a Secretary-Gen- 
eral who has yet to de- 
nounce the massacre and 
sexual atrocities committed 
by Hamas murderers on Oc- 
tober 7, nor has he led any 
efforts to declare them a ter- 
rorist organisation. A Secre- 
tary-General who gives 
backing to terrorists, rapists 
and murderers from Hamas, 
Hezbollah, Houthis, and 
now Iran — the mothership 
of global terror — will be re- 


S 
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A woman holds her cat in front of a destroyed building at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Dahiyeh, Beirut, Lebanon. — Photo: AP 


membered as a stain on the 
history of the UN,” the Is- 
raeli Foreign Minister wrote 
on social media platform X. 
He added that Israel will 
continue to defend its citi- 
zens and “uphold its na- 
tional dignity, with or with- 


out Antonio Guterres”. The 
UN Secretary General had 
on Tuesday said he is “ex- 
tremely concerned” with the 
escalation of the conflict in 
Lebanon and appealed for 
an immediate ceasefire. 
Guterres said that an all-out 


war must be avoided in 
Lebanon “at all costs”, and 
the sovereignty and territo- 
rial integrity of Lebanon 
must be respected. 

He posted another mes- 
sage on X a few hours later 
when Iran attacked Israel 


with nearly 200 missiles on 
Tuesday night. 

“T condemn the broaden- 
ing of the Middle East con- 
flict, with escalation after es- 
calation. This must stop. We 
absolutely need a ceasefire,” 
said Guterres. 


Blasts near Israeli 
Embassy in Copenhagen 


COPENHAGEN: Police in the 
Danish capital said two 
predawn explosions oc- 
curred on Wednesday in the 
vicinity of the Israeli Em- 
bassy in Copenhagen, 
prompting a nearby Jewish 
school to close for the day. 
Three men were arrested. 
Police said no one was in- 
jured and they were investi- 
gating whether there was a 
link between the blasts, 
which happened around 
3.20 am, and the Israeli 
diplomatic mission, which 
is near several other em- 
bassies. Three men were ar- 


rested in connection with 
the explosions, police said. 
Two of them were arrested 
ona train at Copenhagen’s 
central station, while a third 
was arrested ”elsewhere” 
in Copenhagen, police said. 
They were not identified. 
The Ekstra Bladet news- 
paper ran photos of aman 
ina white hazmat suit being 
taken away by police ona 
train platform at the central 
station. Heavily armed offi- 
cers, search dogs and 
forensic teams were in- 
specting the area, which 
had been cordoned off. ar 


Turkish military kills 13 
‘terrorists’ in Iraq, Syria 


ANKARA: The Turkish mili- 
tary has “neutralised” 13 
“terrorists” in operations in 
northern Iraq and northern 
Syria, the country’s Defence 
Ministry has said. 

The Ministry said 11 
members of the outlawed 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) were killed in 
Turkey’s Operation Claw- 
Lock in northern Iraq. In 
2022, Turkey launched Op- 
eration Claw-Lock to target 


the PKK hideouts in north- 
ern lraq’s Metina, Zap, and 
Avasin-Basyan regions near 
the Turkish border, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

In a separate operation in 
north Syria, Turkish forces 
“neutralised” two members 
of the Syrian Kurdish Peo- 
ple’s Protection Units. The 
YPG members were de- 
tected in the Operation 
Peace Spring zone of the 
Turkish military, it said. ins 


Walz, Vance slug 
it out on policy 


9 


V-P nominees JD Vance and Tim Walz during the debate hosted 
by CBS News in New York on Tuesday. — Photos: AP 


NEW YORK 


In a debate that evoked a 
calmer era in American pol- 
itics, Tim Walz and JD 
Vance on Tuesday went 
after each other’s running 
mates and sought to shore 
up their campaigns’ vulner- 
abilities at a time of re- 
newed fears of a regional 
war in the Middle East and 
sadness over devastation 
from Hurricane Helene. 

Walz, the Democratic 
Governor of Minnesota, and 
Vance, a Republican Sena- 
tor from Ohio, focused 
many of their criticisms on 
the top of the ticket, as is 
traditional for vice presi- 
dential debates. They each 
pointed to the crises of the 
day as reasons for voters to 
choose Vice President Ka- 
mala Harris or former Pres- 
ident Donald Trump. 

Despite the milder tone 
of the debate, there were 
still glimpses of the political 
fractures that threaten 
American democracy. 
Vance papered over the 
January 6 attack on the US 
Capitol and echoed 
Trump’s election denial by 
refusing to acknowledge 
that President Joe Biden 
won the race in 2020. 

But throughout much of 
the rest of the night, two 
Midwesterners struck a no- 
ticeably friendlier tone than 
the matchup between 
Trump and Harris — or, 
earlier this year, the show- 
down between Trump and 
Biden before he dropped 
out of the race following a 
disastrous performance. 

In one raw moment when 
Walz said his teenage son 
had witnessed a shooting at 
a community centre, Vance 
expressed empathy. “I’m 
sorry about that. Christ 
have mercy,” Vance said. “I 
appreciate that,” Walz said. 

In other parts of the de- 
bate, Vance tried to soften 
his image, ratcheting down 
his typically forceful and 


aggressive delivery and ac- 
knowledging that people 
watching might not agree 
with him or Trump. He dis- 
cussed Trump’s ideas with 
polish while avoiding being 
pinned down on the more 
controversial parts of the 
former President’s record. 
His performance delighted 
the Trump campaign and 
many of its allies. 

Walz depicted Trump as 
wrong on the issues and a 
chaotic leader. He occasion- 
ally stumbled over his 
words, even saying “I’ve be- 
come friends with school 
shooters” when he was talk- 
ing about meeting with 
survivors. 

He did deliver several 
points sure to please De- 
mocrats, including on abor- 
tion rights and democracy 
— even if he never used the 
word “weird,” the branding 
he attached to Trump and 
Vance that brought him to 
national prominence. 

The debate began with a 
discussion of the Middle 
East, where Israeli forces 
are fighting Hezbollah in 
Lebanon and Iran has fired 
missiles at Israel. In Gaza, 
Israeli forces continue to 
fight Hamas after the Octo- 
ber 7 attack. 

“What’s fundamental 
here is that steady leader- 
ship is going to matter,” said 
Walz. “And the world saw it 
on that debate stage a few 
weeks ago, a nearly 80-year- 
old Donald Trump talking 
about crowd sizes is not 
what we need in this mo- 
ment.” 

Vance, in his reply, ar- 
gued that Trump is an in- 
timidating figure whose 
presence on the interna- 
tional stage is its own deter- 
rent. 

“Governor Walz can crit- 
icise Trump’s tweets, but 
effective, smart diplomacy 
and peace through strength 
is how you bring stability 
back to a very broken 
world,” he said. ap 


School bus fire: 
Thai cops seek 
negligence 
charges 


BANGKOK 


Thai police on Wednesday 
said they were investigat- 
ing whether the school bus 
fire that killed 23 young 
students and teachers in 
suburban Bangkok was 
caused by negligence after 
filing initial charges against 
the driver. 

The fire on the bus car- 
rying six teachers and 39 el- 
ementary and junior high 
school students on Tues- 
day spread so quickly 
many were unable to es- 
cape. The driver, Saman 
Chanput, was arrested 
hours later and charged 
with reckless driving caus- 
ing deaths and injuries, fail- 
ing to stop to help others 
and failing to report the ac- 
cident, police said. 

Authorities were investi- 
gating if the fire might be 
caused by negligence from 
both the driver and bus 
company, acting police 
chief Kitrat Phanphet said. 
While an initial probe sug- 
gested that the driver was 
not speeding, police found 
11 natural gas canisters in- 
side the bus that had a per- 
mit to install only six. ae 


Ukraine town falls to Russia after 2 years 


KYIV 
Ukrainian forces are with- 
drawing from the frontline 
town of Vuhledar, perched 
atop a tactically significant 
hill in eastern Ukraine, after 
more than two years of 
grinding battle, military offi- 
cials said on Wednesday. 
Vuhledar, a town Ukrain- 
ian forces fought tooth and 
nail to keep, is the latest 
urban settlement to fall to 
the Russians as the war 
stretches deep into its third 
year and the Ukrainian army 
is gradually being pushed 
backward in the eastern 
Donetsk province. 


Vuhledar, a town Ukrainian forces fought 
tooth and nail to keep, is the latest urban 
settlement to be captured by Russians as 
the war stretches deep into its third year 


It follows a vicious sum- 
mer campaign along the 
eastern front that saw Kyiv 
cede several thousand 
square kilometres of terri- 
tory as the Russian army 
hacks its way westward, 
obliterating towns and vil- 
lages with missiles, glide 
bombs, artillery and drones. 

Ukraine’s Khortytsia 
ground forces formation, 


which commands eastern 
regions including Donetsk, 
said in a statement posted 
on Telegram that it was 
withdrawing troops from 
Vuhledar to “protect mili- 
tary personnel and equip- 
ment.” “In an attempt to take 
control of the city at any 
cost, (Russian) reserves 
were directed to carry out 
flanking attacks, which ex- 


hausted the defence of the 
units of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine. As a result of the 
enemy’s actions, there arose 
a threat of encircling the 
city,” the statement said. 

The tactical significance 
of the town, situated at the 
confluence of two major 
roads, is two-fold. Dominant 
heights and proximity to 
railway lines offer Moscow 
greater protection for their 
own logistics routes, and a 
better vantage point for at- 
tacks against Ukrainian 
forces and supply lines feed- 
ing the south. Its capture 
brings Moscow closer to 
Pokrovsk. ap 


Myanmar deports 50k foreigners 


YANGON 


Myanmar has deported over 
50,000 illegal foreigners 
from October 2023 to Au- 
gust 2024, the state-run 
media reported on Wednes- 
day. 

During this period, a total 
of 54,433 individuals from 28 
countries and regions were 
expelled following estab- 
lished procedures, the re- 
port said. 


During an event to mark 
the 60th anniversary of 
Myanmar Police Force Day 
on Tuesday, the Chairman 
of Myanmar’s State Admin- 
istration Council Min Aung 
Hlaing also said the estab- 
lishment of a network of 
Border Liaison Offices with 
five neighbouring countries 
is intended to obtain infor- 
mation in advance and ef- 
fectively combat cross-bor- 
der crimes, Xinhua news 


agency reported, citing the 
state-run newspaper Mirror. 
He also urged the holding of 
BLOs’ meetings to facilitate 
timely information sharing 
and exchange, the report 
added. 

Meanwhile, Myanmar has 
kicked off a nationwide pop- 
ulation and household cen- 
sus aimed at obtaining accu- 
rate and up-to-date 
population and socioeco- 
nomic statistics. ins 


Mexico gets 1 woman Prez in 200 years 


MEXICO CITY 


Claudia Sheinbaum was 
sworn in on Tuesday as 
Mexico’s first woman Presi- 
dent, riding the enthusiasm 
over her predecessor’s so- 
cial programmes but also 
facing challenges that in- 
clude stubbornly high levels 
of violence. 

After a smiling Shein- 
baum took the oath of office 
on the floor of Congress, 
legislators shouted “Presi- 
denta! Presidenta!” using the 
feminine form of President 
in Spanish for the first time 
in over 200 years of Mex- 
ico’s history as an independ- 
ent country. 

The 62-year-old scientist- 
turned-politician receives a 
country with a number of 
immediate problems, also 
including a sluggish econ- 
omy, unfinished building 
programs, rising debt and 
the hurricane-battered re- 
sort city of Acapulco. 

In her inauguration 
speech, Sheinbaum said she 


President Claudia Sheinbaum waves to supporters in Mexico 
City’s main square on her inauguration day. — Photo: AP 


came to power accompa- 
nied by all of the women 
who have struggled in 
anonymity to make their 
way in Mexico, including 
“those who dreamed of the 
possibility that one day no 
matter if we were born as 
women or men we would 
achieve our dreams and de- 
sires without our sex deter- 
mining our destiny.” She 
made a long list of promises 


to limit prices for gasoline 
and food, expand cash hand- 
out programs for women 
and children, support busi- 
ness investment, housing 
and passenger rail construc- 
tion. But any mention of the 
drug cartels that control 
much of the country was 
brief and near the end of the 
list.Sheinbaum offered little 
change from former Presi- 
dent Andrés Manuel Lopez 


Obrador’s ‘Hugs not Bullets’ 
strategy of addressing root 
causes and not confronting 
the cartels, apart from 
pledging more intelligence 
work and_ investigation. 
“There will be no return to 
the irresponsible drug war,” 
she said. 

Sheinbaum romped to 
victory in June with nearly 
60% of the vote, propelled 
largely by the sustained 
popularity of her political 
mentor, Lopez Obrador. She 
has pledged to continue all 
his policies, even those that 
strengthened the power of 
the military and weakened 
the country’s checks and 
balances. After the inaugu- 
ration, Sheinbaum appeared 
at a mass rally in Mexico 
City’s colonial-era main 
plaza to participate in a cer- 
emony involving an_all- 
women committee repre- 
senting Mexico’s 
approximately 70 Indige- 
nous groups. Sheinbaum 
was blessed by Ernestina 
Ortiz, a ‘spiritual guide’, ap 


WWI bomb 
explodes at 
Japanese 
airport 


TOKYO 


An unexploded US bomb 
from World War II that 
had been buried at a Japan- 
ese airport exploded on 
Wednesday, causing a 
huge crater in a taxiway 
and the cancellation of 
over 80 flights but no in- 
juries, officials said. 

Land and _ Transport 
Ministry officials said there 
were no aircraft nearby 
when the bomb exploded 
at Miyazaki Airport in 
southwestern Japan. Off- 
cials said a probe by the 
Self-Defence Forces and 
police confirmed that the 
explosion was caused by a 
500-pound US bomb and 
there was no more danger. 

They were determining 
what caused its sudden 
detonation.A video 
recorded by a nearby avia- 
tion school showed the 
blast spewing pieces of as- 
phalt into the air like a 
fountain. Videos broadcast 
on Japanese television 
showed a crater in the taxi- 
way reportedly about 7 m 
in diameter and 1-m-deep. 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshimasa Hayashi said 
over 80 flights had been 
canceled at the airport, 
which hopes to resume op- 
erations on Thursday 
morning. Miyazaki Airport 
was built in 1943 as a for- 
mer Imperial Japanese 
Navy flight training field 
from which some kamikaze 
pilots took off on suicide 
attack missions. ap 
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STREAMING NOW 


© 


Porto vs Man Utd, 12.30 am (Fri- 
day) on Sony Sports Ten 2v 


NEW DELHI 
Santosh 
Trophy 
games in Hyd 
V 


Football: Europa 
League, Lazio vs 
Nice, 10:15 pm on 
Sony Sports Ten 1 


Hyderabad will host 
the final rounds of the 
78th National Football 
Championship for the 
Santosh Trophy for the 
first time in 57 years, 
the All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) an- 
nounced on Wednes- 
day. The last time the 
City of Pearls hosted 
the prestigious tourna- 
ment was in the 1966- 
67 season when Rail- 
ways defeated 
Services to lift the tro- 
phy in an all-institu- 
tional final. The final 
rounds are tentatively 
scheduled for the first 
week of December. 


NEW DELHI 
Jaiswal, Siraj 
win fielding 
awards 

Bd 


Left-handed opener 
Yashasvi Jaiswal and 
fast-bowler Mo- 
hammed Siraj were 
jointly awarded the 
best fielder medal after 
India’s 2-0 series win 
over Bangladesh, after 
claiming a whirlwind 
seven-wicket win at 
the Green Park Sta- 
dium in Kanpur. Ina 
video posted on 
bcci.tv, India’s fielding 
coach T Dilip revealed 
Jaiswal and Siraj beat 
competition from cap- 
tain Rohit Sharma and 
batter KL Rahul to grab 
the best fielder in the 
series honour. 


NEW DELHI 
England 
arrive in Pak 
for Tests 

V 


England men’s Test 
team has arrived in 
Multan ahead of a 
three-match series 
against Pakistan. Eng- 
land will play the first 
two Tests in Multan, 
starting on October 7 
and 15, respectively, 
followed by a match in 
Rawalpindi from Octo- 
ber 24. “England’s Test 
team receives a tradi- 
tional welcome as they 
arrive in Multan!” 
wrote the PCB on its X 
account. England had 
clinched a 3-0 victory 
over Pakistan on their 
last trip in 2022. 


NEW DELHI 
Shooters 
continue 
to shine 
bY 


Divanshi and Mukesh 
Nelavalli clinched gold 
medals in their respec- 
tive women’s and 
men’s 25m pistol as 
India added another 
five gold medals on day 
four of the ISSF Junior 
World Championship in 
Lima, Peru. The added 
haul took India’s overall 
tally to 14 with 10 gold, 
one silver and three 
bronze medals so far in 
the competition. Divan- 
shi shot a score of 35 
to pip Italian Cristina 
Magnani by two points 
in the final. 


News from 


SPORT 


Exciting fare on cards 


Teams look to end Australia’s dominance in T20 World Cup in UAE 


PTI 
DUBAI 


The likes of India, England 
and South Africa will strive 
to end Australia’s unrivalled 
dominance in the Women’s 
T20 World Cup, beginning 
with a doubleheader in 
Sharjah on Thursday. 

Bangladesh will take on 
Scotland in the tournament 
opener in an afternoon fix- 
ture followed by a clash be- 
tween Asian teams Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka later in the 
day at Sharjah. Political un- 
rest in Bangladesh forced 
the International Cricket 
Council to shift the 10-team 
event to the UAE back in 
August. 


Australia the team to beat 
Australia will be the team to 
beat once again, having won 
the last three editions and 
six out of the nine editions 


staged thus far. 
England, India and South 
Africa have repeatedly 


shown that the Australian 
fortress can be breached but 
when it comes to World Cup 
events, the team from Down 
Under remains invincible. 
With Meg Lanning walking 
into the sunset following the 
triumph in South Africa 
about 18 months ago, Alyssa 
Healy has been handed the 
captaincy to maintain Aus- 
tralia’s supremacy in global 
events. 

Healy would like to lead 
from the front but if she is 
not able to, she can rely on 
the squad full of match win- 
ners including Ellyse Perry, 
Ashleigh Gardner and Grace 


The captains of the Women's T20 World Cup: Alyssa Healy (Australia), Harmanpreet Kaur (India), Heather Knight (England) Laura 
Wolvaardt (South Africa) lead their respective teams in pursuit of championship glory. 


Harris. Witnessing the pace 
duo of Tayla Vlaeminck and 
Darcie Brown in operation 
will also be exciting. Aus- 
tralia have been clubbed in 
Group A alongside India, 
Pakistan, New Zealand and 
Sri Lanka while Group B has 
England, South Africa, West 
Indies, Bangladesh and Scot- 
land. The top two teams 
from each group qualify for 
the semifinals. 


Can India go all the way? 
Another team that always 
challenges Australia but has 
hitherto not able to cross the 
final hurdle is India. 

The Harmanpreet-Kaur- 
led side has lost two big T20 
finals to Australia — the 
Commonwealth Games in 
2022 and T20 World Cup in 
2020. 


India go into the event 
having not got a lot of game 
time following their surpris- 
ing loss to Sri Lanka in the 
Asia Cup final. The team has 
worked extensively on its 
fitness and fielding, hoping it 
will make a big difference to 
its World Cup campaign. 

The conditions could 
favour a spin-heavy India. In 
the batting department, the 
onus will be on openers 
Shafali Verma and Smriti 
Mandhana while Harman- 
preet and Richa Ghosh will 
be expected to hit the sixes 
in the middle and death 
overs. Harmanpreet, who 
has led the team since the 
2018 T20 World Cup, will be 
under tremendous pressure 
this time around as another 
loss could bring an end to 
her captaincy tenure. 


Confident England 

ready for challenge 
England, who won the inau- 
gural edition in 2009 before 
losing three finals to Aus- 
tralia, will take a lot of confi- 
dence from the series win 
against their main rival dur- 
ing the Women’s Ashes last 
year. 

The pitches in the UAE 
are expected to favour the 
spinners, bringing England’s 
trump card Sophie Eccle- 
stone into play. She will be 
supported by Sarah Glenn 
and Charlie Dean. Veteran 
Nat-Sciver Brunt will pro- 
vide the X-factor in the bat- 
ting department. 

Opener Maia Bouchier 
will be one of the World Cup 
debutants to watch out for. 
England will be supremely 
confident about their 


chances this time around, 
having whitewashed Pak- 
istan and New Zealand in 
the summer. 


South Africa look 

to go one better 

South Africa rode a wave of 
home support to make their 
maiden World Cup final last 
year. Tasting defeat to Aus- 
tralia in Cape Town, the 
Proteas have been busy in 
their preparations to do one 
better. 

The side, now led by 
Laura Wolvaardt, got its re- 
venge over the reigning 
champions in Canberra at 
the beginning of the year. 
The Proteas have drawn se- 
ries with Bangladesh, India, 
New Zealand before victory 
came over Pakistan earlier 
this month. 


UI9: India beat 
Australia in thriller 


CHENNAI 


Nikhil Kumar showed excellent temperament on way to an 
unbeaten half-century under pressure and guided India U- 
19 to a nervy two-wicket win over Australia U-19 on the 
third day of the first unofficial Test here on Wednesday. 
Coming in at number seven, the left-handed batter 
Kumar remained not out on 55 off 71 balls as India emerged 
winners in the final hour of the day’s play. This was after 
leg-spinner Mohamed Enaan did the spadework and re- 
turned excellent figures of 6/79 to bowl out Australia for 


214 in their second innings. 
Australia were 110 

for four overnight. 

Set a target of 212, a 

tricky proposition 


on this surface, 
India were dealt a 
massive blow 


straightaway as 
Vaibhav Suryavan- 
shi, who flayed the 
Australian attack to 
all parts of Chepauk 
during his stunning 
62-ball 104 in the 
first innings, fell for 
just one run in the 
second over. 
Australia’s deci- 
sion to hand the new 
ball to off-spinner 
Thomas Brown paid 
dividends as he had 
the in-form Surya- 
vanshi caught by 
wicketkeeper Simon 
Brown with his sec- 
ond delivery of the 
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India’s Mohamed Enaan bowls against 


innings. Defendinga Australia U-19 on Wednesday. —Photo: PTI 


modest total, the 


visitors heaved a sigh of relief at seeing Suryavanshi walk- 
ing back to the dressing room at the start of Indian innings, 
and the Australians found more reasons to cheer when 
Aidan O’Connor had Vihaan Malhotra caught and bowled 
for 11 to leave India at 25 for two. 

A partnership of 71 runs ensued, between Nitya Pandya 
(51 off 86 balls) and KP Karthikeya (36 ff 52), as the duo 


pushed India towards a win. 


BRIEF SCORES: Australia U19 293 & 214 in 67.4 overs 
(Riley Kingsell 48, Aidan O’Connor 35; Mohammed Enaan 
6/79) vs India U19: 296 & 214/8 in 61.1 overs (Nitya Pandya 
51, Nikhil Kumar no 55; Aidan O’Connor 4/27). pri 


Sarfaraz hits double ton 


VLUCKNOW 


The legend of Sarfaraz Khan 
as a domestic doyen is 
growing from strength to 
strength as his authoritative 
double hundred for Mumbai 
not only put Rest of India 
under immediate pressure 
in the ongoing Irani Cup but 
will also keep the seasoned 
KL Rahul on toes when the 
Indian team embarks on the 
Test tour of Australia next 
month. 

Sarfaraz (221 batting, 276 
balls) became the first ever 
cricketer to score an Irani 
Cup double hundred for 
Mumbai, with the 42-time 
champions reaching 536 for 
9 at the end of the second 
day. Wasim Jaffer (Vi- 
darbha), Ravi Shastri, 
Praveen Amre and Yashasvi 
Jaiswal (all for Rest of India) 
are double centurions in the 
Irani Cup. It has been a 
tough week for Sarfaraz as 
his younger __ brother 
Musheer, who was also sup- 
posed to play the game, was 


Sarfaraz Khan 


ruled out of competitive 
cricket for 16 weeks after a 
road accident. If his brother 
and father Naushad’s car ac- 
cident had perturbed him, it 
didn’t seem so in his batting 
as he went hammer and 
tongs at the Rest of India 
bowling attack. He played 
160 dot balls but still main- 
tained a 80 percent strike- 
rate, largely due to his 25 
boundaries and four sixes. 
Skipper Ajinkya Rahane (97 
off 234 balls) missed out on 


a 40th first-class hundred 
but the second day belonged 
to Sarfaraz. His 15th first- 
class century will certainly 
dispel all doubts about his 
slot as reserve middle-order 
batter for the remainder of 
the Test season (8 games). 
Rahul, who got back his 
middle-order slot from Sar- 
faraz, did well in Kanpur but 
the team management and 
even the Karnataka batter 
knows that the stockily built 
Mumbaikar is breathing 
down his neck. The Ekana 
Stadium track had underly- 
ing moisture on the second 
day and the dampness con- 
tributed to ball seaming 
around initially and the 
extra bounce made it chal- 
lenging for batters. His driv- 
ing on the off-side was regal 
while there is nothing more 
to add to his footwork 
against spinners. 
BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 
536/9 decl (Sarfaraz Khan 221 
no, Ajinkya Rahane 97, 
Mukesh Kumar 4/109, Yash 
Dayal 2/89) vs Rest of India. eri 
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Bumrah tops ICC Test rankings 


Replaces Ashwin to lead bowling chart, Jaiswal jumps to No.3 


DUBAI 

India’s pace spearhead 
Jasprit Bumrah is back at the 
summit of the ICC Test 
bowling rankings following 
his match haul of six wickets 
in the second Test against 
Bangladesh in Kanpur. 

The 30-year-old replaced 
his India team-mate 
Ravichandran Ashwin - 
Player of the Series against 
Bangladesh - at the top of 
the chart. Spinner Ravindra 
Jadeja maintained his sixth 
place, while fellow spinner 
Kuldeep Yadav stayed in 
16th. 

In batting, Player of the 
Match from the Kanpur 
Test, Yashasvi Jaiswal, 
moved to a career-high third 
position after just 11 Tests. 
Jaiswal played scintillating 
knocks of 72 and 51 and 
helped India win the rain- 
marred match by seven 


takes 


CRICKET AUCKLAND CRICKET KARACHI 

Southee quits New Babar resigns as 
Zealand captaincy Pak captain from 
ahead of India tour limited-overs cricket 
Medium-Pacer Tim Southee has Babar Azam has tendered his 
stepped down from New resignation for the second time 


Zealand captaincy ahead of the 
three-Test series against India 
and Tom Latham has been ap- 
pointed in the veteran pacer’s 
place. Southee captained New 
Zealand in 14 Tests in which the 
Kiwis won six, lost six and drew 
two. “I’ve always tried to put the 
team first throughout my career 
and I believe this decision is the 
best for the team,” said Southee 
in a New Zealand Cricket state- 
ment. 


as Pakistan’s captain with Mo- 
hammad Rizwan likely to re- 
place him in limited-overs for- 
mats later this month. Babar 
released a statement on X on 
Wednesday announcing he had 
informed the Pakistan Cricket 
Board and team management 


about his desire to quit sometime 
last month. While Babar did not 


state when he had informed the 
board and team management 
about his decision to quit. 


FOOTBALL LONDON 


Bukayo Saka backs 
Arsenal to clinch 
Premier League title 


After captaining Arsenal to an 
impressive win over Paris Saint- 
Germain in the Champions 
League fixture on Wednesday 
(IST), forward Bukayo Saka has 
said “this is the year” when the 
Gunners will end their 21-year 
wait for a Premier League title. 
“IT don’t want to put too much 
pressure on us but I do think this 
is the year. I think we’ve been 
close the last two years and 
yeah, we’re getting closer. But 
yeah, this hopefully will be the 
year,” Saka said. 


India’s Jasprit Bumrah in action during the second Test against 


Bangladesh in Kanpur. —Photo: AP 


wickets. With 792 rating 
points, the 22-year-old is be- 
hind second-placed Kane 
Williamson (829) and Joe 


Root (899). Also, veteran In- 
dian batter Virat Kohli is 
back in the top 10, gaining 
six places to rise to the sixth 


position after knocks of 47 
and 29 in Kanpur. 

Rishabh Pant, too, re- 
mained in the top 10, drop- 
ping three spots to ninth, 
with skipper Rohit Sharma 
and Shubman Gill on 15th 
and 16th, respectively. As for 
the all-rounders, there has 
been no significant change 
in the rankings, with Jadeja 
holding the top spot, fol- 
lowed by Ashwin at second 
and Axar Patel at seventh. 

In team rankings, India 
were in the second spot with 
120 rating points, separated 
from leader Australia by 
four points, while England 
remained in the third place 
with 108 points. Meanwhile, 
the Indians continued to 
rule the World Test Cham- 
pionship (WTC) table, hav- 
ing a point percentage of 
74.24% after 11 fixtures, 
above second-placed Aus- 
tralia (62.50% in 12 Tests). pri 


FOOTBALL NEW DELHI FOOTBALL LONDON 
Nunes arrested for Defender Ollie signs 
phone snatching in long-term deal with 
Madrid: Report West Ham United 
Manchester City’s Matheus West Ham United has an- 


Nunes was arrested in September 
for snatching a mobile phone in 
Madrid. According to a report 
from the Spanish newspaper El 
Mundo, Nunes was arrested in 
Madrid on September 8 at 
around 5:30 AM on suspicion of 
stealing a mobile phone. The 26- 
year-old was accused of taking a 
phone from a 58-year-old man in 
anightclub bathroom at La Riv- 
iera, Madrid. The man had al- 
legedly attempted to take a photo 
of Nunes without his permission. 


nounced that academy defender 
Ollie Scarles has signed a new 
long-term contract with the club. 
Following in the footsteps of 
Kaelan Casey, George Earthy, 
Patrick Kelly, Callum Marshall, 
Regan Clayton, Gideon Kodua 
and Lewis Orford, Scarles is the 
latest member of West Ham’s 
2023 FA Youth Cup-winning 
squad to have committed his fu- 
ture to the Hammers. Scarles 
has been an instrumental part of 
the Academy’s success recently. 
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Pasha TG 
football 
skating chief 
V 


Mohd Khaja Pasha was 
elected as the Presi- 
dent of the Football 
Skating Association of 
Telangana at the asso- 
ciation’s Annual Gen- 
eral Body Meeting held 
at Mamidipally on 
Wednesday. The other 
elected members in- 
clude Mohd Naseer 
Uddin (Vice president), 
G Raj Reddy (Secre- 
tary), Syed Ahsan 
Ahmed (Joint secre- 
tary) and Shazain 
Begum (Treasurer). 


NEW DELHI 


Kho Kho WC 
in India next 
year 

V 


The first edition of the 
Kho Kho World Cup will 
be held in India next 
year and will feature 16 
men’s and women’s 
teams from 24 coun- 
tries. “Our ultimate 
goal is to see Kho Kho 
recognised as an 
Olympic sport by 2032 
and this World Cup is 
the first step towards 
that dream,” said KKFI 
president Sudhanshu 
Mittal. 


MUMBAI 


ISL: Mumbai, 
BFC play out 
draw 

BT 


Bengaluru FC held 
Mumbai City FC toa 
goalless draw to con- 
tinue their unbeaten 
run and hold on to the 
top spot in their Indian 
Super League (ISL) 
2024-25 on Wednes- 
day. Bengaluru FC goal- 
keeper Gurpreet Singh 
Sandhu stood tall to 
deny the home team 
from converting multi- 
ple goal-scoring 


chances. 


Horoscope 


ARIES 
Aries (March 21-April 20) 
With blissful Jupiter 
“~g)) moving in attitude 
zone, remorse 
ce, may bring about a 
drastic change in 
your attitude. You may be con- 
cerned with your fluctuating 
fortunes. Trying to enhance fi- 
nancial worth by launching new 
initiatives, you may think that 
aggressiveness is the only solu- 
tion to achieve success. At 
home, you will find family mem- 
bers in different moods over key 
issues. 
TAURUS 
(April 21-May 21) 
It seems you are 
envious of some of 
the people around 
as you think you 
are being out- 
smarted. Don’t you know that 
envy is the sole reason that 
leads to bitterness among peo- 
ple? As you involve in work, you 
will find some people ready to 
be outsmarted and some others 
outsmarting you. You have to 
move along with all with a per- 
fect balancing act. 
GEMINI 
(May 22- June 21) 
It seems one of 
your friends has 
4) betrayed you leav- 
ing you in financial 
losses. It may be 
your mistake that you have be- 
friended an elderly person 
reposing immense confidence in 
him. Is the confidence based on 
give-and-take policy? You must 
learn that you should befriend 
equals and not people who are 
above your age. When will you 
realise this? 


News from 


SPORT 


Gritty Alcaraz seals 


coma China Open title 


Fights back to end top-ranked Sinner’s 14 matches winning run 


AP 
BEIJING 


Carlos Alcaraz won seven 
straight points in the deci- 
sive tiebreaker to beat top- 
ranked Jannik Sinner 6-7 (6), 
6-4, 7-6 (3) and win the 
China Open on Wednesday, 
extending his recent mas- 
tery over his biggest rival — 
who is dealing with an on- 
going doping case. 

The third-ranked Alcaraz 
has now won all three of his 
meetings with Sinner this 
year, having also come out 
on top in semifinals at In- 
dian Wells and the French 
Open. Alcaraz also ended 
Sinner’s winning streak at 14 
matches and denied the Ital- 
ian three straight titles after 
trophies in Cincinnati and at 
the U.S. Open. 

Sinner, had to refocus 
after the World Anti-Doping 
Agency announced on Sat- 
urday that it was appealing a 
decision to clear him. Al- 
caraz wasted a 5-2 lead in the 
first set and also let Sinner 
get back in the third after 
leading 4-2 before eventu- 
ally edging it out after also 
falling behind 3-0 in the 
final-set tiebreaker. 

Sinner and Alcaraz have 
accounted for all four Grand 
Slam titles this year be- 
tween them — evenly split 
at two each: Sinner won the 
Australian Open and the 
U.S. Open while Alcaraz 


Carlos Alcaraz reacts after winning against Jannik Sinner during 
their final of the China Open on Wednesday. — Photo: AP 


won the French Open and 
Wimbledon. 

Alcaraz improved to 6-4 
in his career against Sinner 
after their 10th meeting in 
what has become tennis’ top 
rivalry following the 60 
matches between Rafael 
Nadal and Novak Djokovic. 
WADA is seeking a ban of 
one to two years for Sinner 
in a case that might not be 
resolved before Sinner be- 
gins the defense of his Aus- 
tralian Open title in January. 

Sinner tested positive 
twice for an anabolic steroid 


in March but was not 
banned in a decision by an 
independent tribunal an- 
nounced by the Interna- 
tional Tennis Integrity 
Agency in August because 
the ITIA determined he was 
not to blame. 

Sinner’s accepted expla- 
nation was that the banned 
performance-enhancer en- 
tered his system uninten- 
tionally through a massage 
from his physiotherapist, 
who had used a spray con- 
taining the steroid to treat 
his own cut finger. 


Sabalenka 
advances to 
quarters 


BEIJING: Second- 
ranked Aryna Sabalenka 
matched her career- 
best 15 straight wins 
after beating Madison 
Keys 6-4, 6-3 to ad- 
vance to the quarterfi- 
nals of the China Open 
on Wednesday. 

The three-time Grand 
Slam winner started her 
streak with a title at 
Cincinnati in August and 
continued with a run to 
the championship at the 
US Open last month. 
She also won the Aus- 
tralian Open earlier in 
the year. Her previous 
streak of 15 was 
achieved across the 
2020-21 seasons. 

“When you're able to 
sacrifice alot and you’re 
able to work hard and 
you're able to get these 
wins, that’s the best 
feeling,” Sabalenka said. 
“You’re just living your 
best life. You’re excited 
to play your matches. 
You're excited to face 
whatever fight you 
going to face.” The Be- 
larusian has won 30 of 
31 sets played during 
her current streak.ap 


Dortmund demolish Celtic 


Adeyemi nets 
hat-trick in 
team’s 7-1 win 
in Champions 
League 


LONDON 


Karim Adeyemi starred as 
Borussia Dortmund ran riot 
against Celtic — while 
Barcelona and Manchester 
City claimed their first wins 
in the restructured Champi- 
ons League. 

Adeyemi scored a first- 
half hat trick as Dortmund 
routed Celtic 7-1 at home. It 
was the second big win from 
a German team in the com- 
petition after Bayern Mu- 
nich’s 9-2 bashing of Di- 
namo Zagreb in the first 
matchday. 

Robert Lewandowski got 
Barcelona off the mark as 
the Spanish giant eased to a 
5-0 home win over Swiss 
team Young Boys, while his 
former teammate  Ilkay 
Giindogan got City off to a 
4-0 win at Slovan Bratislava. 
Erling Haaland scored his 
42nd goal in his 41st Cham- 
pions League game. 

City was held 0-0 by Inter 
Milan in their opening 
game, while Barca re- 
sponded to its 2-1 loss at 
Monaco, the team’s first de- 
feat under new coach Hansi 
Flick. Mikel Arteta’s Arsenal 
outclassed his former team 
Paris Saint-Germain in a 2-0 
win with Kai Havertz and 
Bukayo Saka scoring in the 
first half for the Gunners. 
PSG coach Luis Enrique’s 
gamble on leaving Ousmane 
Dembélé out did not pay off. 
Arteta enjoyed a successful 


Dortmund’s Karim Adeyemi in action during the Champions 


League match against Celtic. 


18-month loan spell at PSG 
while still he was still a 
teenager at Barcelona. 
Dortmund fans cry 
Though the Dortmund team 
appears to have adapted to 
the new competition format 
very well — last season’s 
beaten finalist has 10 goals 
from two games after start- 
ing with a3-0 win over Club 
Brugge — its fans made 
their opposition to the re- 


forms clear with a huge tifo 
slamming UEFA. 
This season UEFA 


changed the structure of Eu- 
rope’s premier competition 
to add four more teams. The 
group stage was scrapped 
for a league system with 
each of the now 36 partici- 
pating teams playing eight 
opponents once in the first 
phase of the competition. 
UEFA claimed the changes 
would ensure more evenly 
matched games, but Tues- 


day’s results — the big wins 
for Barca, City and Dort- 
mund — appear to belie that 
claim. 

There were more big 
wins Tuesday with Inter 
Milan defeating Red Star 
Belgrade 4-0, and tourna- 
ment debutant Brest routing 
Salzburg 4-0 away for its 
second win in as many 
games in Europe’s premier 
competition. Iran forward 
Mehdi Taremi struck a 
penalty past Israel and Red 
Star goalkeeper Omri 
Glazer and set up two more 
goals for Inter hours after 
his country launched a bar- 
rage of missiles at Israel. 
Senegalese forward Abdal- 
lah Sima netted twice for 
Brest to take his tally to 
three goals in two games 
after he scored in the French 
team’s tournament-opening 
2-1 win over Austrian cham- 
pion Sturm Graz. ap 
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Rishabh triumphs 
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Medal winners of the table tennis tournament on Wednesday. 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Rishabh Singh of AWA and 
Aniyah Anand of LFHSA 
won the Under-17 boys’ and 
girls’ titles respectively in 
the Telangana State Rank- 
ing Table Tennis League 
Champion held at Shree 
Gujarati Seva Mandal, Se- 


CANCER 
(June 22- July 22) 
Mars in debilitation 
IZ wv can make you ac- 
Nee), cident-prone. If 
7S you are driving a 
two- or four- 
wheeler on a short- or long- 
distance journey, avoid rash 
driving for safety. As Southern 
Node establishes square rela- 
tionship with Mars, accident- 
prone tendencies may grow 
multifold. If you are at home, 
ensure your washrooms are 
not slippery. If you have no 
work outside, stick to home. 


LEO 
(uly 23-Aug. 23) 


Don’t be impatient 
when you deal 
with official 
chores. As you are 


under abundant in- 
fluence of retrograde Saturn, 
you may act short-tempered 
when you need to act in peace. 
With Venus entrenching itself in 
Scorpio, you may get violent 
also forgetting your status. You 
must learn the nuances of acting 
as per the circumstances. Going 
out of moods may trouble you. 


VIRGO 
(Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 


You may look deter- 
~~ mined to change 
L the world around 
= by implementing 
unconventional 
ideas. You may think your deci- 
sions and actions are the cata- 
lysts for heralding new awaken- 
ing. This may be quite true 
theoretically but when you try to 
implement your ideas, you may 
be missing inherent flaws. Work 
on them to achieve perfect re- 
sults and reach objectives. 


cunderabad on Wednesday. 
RESULTS: Boys: 1. Rishabh 
Singh (AWA), 2. Tarun 
Kedarnath (GSM), 3. Akshay 
Khajandar (AWA), 4. De- 
vansh Singh (LFHSA); Girls: 
1. Aniyah Anand (LFHSA), 2. 
Srividya (SPARS), 3. Sri 
Saanvi (SPARS), 4. S Gay- 
athri Krishna (GSM). 


@ LIBRA 


«= Squaring of Jupiter 
IS Pr and Saturn may ig- 
l: You may feel you 
are not benefitting 
people around you, including 
friends and colleagues, are ben- 
not true that you have failed to 
make use of opportunities un- 
ties when they knock at your 
door. Arrival of guests may 
SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 


(Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 

nite inner feelings. 
from anyone in anyway while 
efitting a lot from you. But, is it 
veiled by them? Grab opportuni- 
please you. 

You may be fond of 


Flag. 
, > intellectual con- 
igs . 
ti ~~ versations for en- 
ae hancing knowl- 


edge. Your 
eagerness to indulge in useful 
conversation with equals on 
contemporary issues may be 
multifold. As Mercury moves in 
combustion in Libra, you may in- 
cline to discuss favoured points 
than official / professional is- 
sues. You may look determined 
on carrying forward your ideas. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 


Issues of ethics, 
morals and justice 
may attract your 
attention. These 
things may not be of 
your interest in general but your 
mother, or an elderly person at 
home, may seek your attention 
to these topics citing various in- 
stances of people. You may 
learn how strict adherence to 
ethics will change lives of peo- 
ple for good or bad. You may de- 
velop interest. 


Ranji: Tilak to lead Hyderabad 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Tilak Varma will lead the 
Hyderabad senior team in 
the upcoming Ranji Trophy 
tournament. The squad has 
been announced for the first 
two matches, to be played at 
Hyderabad from October 11 
to 14 and Dehradun from 
October 18 to 21. 

SQUAD: Tilak Varma (C), 
Rahul Singh G (VC), CV 
Milind, Tanmay Agarwal, 
Rohit Rayudu, Tanay Thya- 
garajan, Aniketh Reddy, 
Nitesh Kannala, Abhirath 
Reddy, Himateja, Rahul 
Radesh, Rakshann Readdi, 


J U B Sastry 


CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

Various avoca- 
tions and useless 
thoughts may 
keep you diverted 

from the main ac- 

tivity. You may make a good 
beginning as the day begins. 
But as the dusk approaches, 


you may fumble towards the 
fag end of your tasks. Unex- 
pected technical issues may 
restrain you from going ahead. 
You may go home late leaving 
most of the tasks unfinished. 
AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 
a You may be ina 
i 4 mood to let 
(@, everyone know 
2 that you are in- 
formative and the 
info you disseminate is authen- 
tic. There is no doubt you are 
talkative but the problem is 
that you may not know where 
to stop, when to take a gap 
and how to end the topic / 
subject. You should be familiar 
with the tenets of your talk 
when you interact with others. 
PISCES 
(Feb. 20-March 20) 
It seems that you 
are attending an 
‘E. evening party as 
part of your so- 
cial life. Make sure 
that your role is limited to nat- 
ural capacity. Don’t succumb 
to pressures to eat or drink 
more that goes beyond your 
digesting capabilities. Also, 
ensure that you are not part of 
the group that indulges in 
gossip about others. Try to 
enjoy your evening in peace 
and free of stress. 
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Tilak-led Hyderabad to start their campaign on October II. 


Kartikeya Kak, Saranu Nis- 
hant, Dheeraj Goud; Stand- 
bys: Budhi Rahul, Varun 
Goud, Rishab Baslas, Bha- 
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CALVIN & HOBBES 
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DAGWOOD! OUR 
LADIES’ BRUNCH 
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gath Varma, Ajay Dev Goud; 
Coaching Staff: Vineet Sax- 
ena (Head Coach), Ameet SN 
(Asst Coach). 
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RATE ON A CREPIT CARD 


ANY 


INTERESTING 


E 
L CHARACTERS? 
b..2 


THE CAPITAL CITY OF THE 
ALLIED MONGOTHIC NATIONS. 
SSS 


SIX MONTHS SINCE JT WAS 
LIBERATED FROM MING. 


: 


B PI > 
~ ay!!! 


_ == 


seven 


tes } So = _ 
| : : 
be] ~WHOEVER'S ON THE THRONE, THE ATOMIC ——— eee 
DYNAMOS MUST SPIN -- THE WATER MAINS AND THAT‘’S WHAT THE 
—~ MUST FLOW - THE BRIDGES MUST STAND - | | POWER MEN ARE FOR. 
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Adithya, Jayashree win 


= + 


Medal winners of the Carrom tournament in Hyderabad. 


SPORTS BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


S Adithya from Hyderabad 
and P Jayashree of IOCL 
won the men’s and women’s 
singles titles at the Telan- 
gana State Senior Open 
Ranking Carrom Tourna- 
ment held in Hyderabad on 
Tuesday. 


THIS 
LOOKS 
AMAZING! 


a” 


MISSING 
OUT! Us 


ERGON LEADS ALL 12,000 POWER MEN, 


EVEN THOUGH HE NEVER SET OUT TO BE 


ANYTHING MORE THAN AN ENGINEER. 
5 


HE JUST WANTED HIS CITY TO THRIVE, 
AND IF NO ONE ELSE WAS GOING TO 
TAKE CARE OF IT, HE'D DO IT HIMSELF. 


RESULTS: Singles: Men: S 
Adithya (HYD), 2. V Anil Kumar 
(AGs), 3. K Srinivas (IOCL); 
Women: P Jayashree (IOCL), 2. 
V Nagajyothi (IC.TAX), 3. V 
Aini Reddy (ASHS); Veterans: 
1. Srikanth Vetsa (Infosys), 2. 
U Giridhar (HYD), 3. YSR Sub- 
ramanyam (HYD); Women: 1. 
A Pallavi (LIC), 2. B Padmaja 
(AGs), 3. B Kalavathy (HYD). 


THAT PROBABLN 


SOMEVAY L 
WANT A CREDIT CARP 
WITH A REALLY HIGH 

INTEREST RATE. 


WALT’S Y{ Neale ig he WOULD ) 


OVE THIS 


SPINACH Y 


Z 


